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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND

5
i

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MEMORIAL SERVICES

for

PAUL J. HEFFERON
HON! WILLIAM H. McGRATH-
NELSON N. WILLIAMS, JR.

EDWARD N. EVERETT

ks
h

Friday, November 15, 1985

JOHN C. SPEAR ;
Official Court Reporter -

P.O. Box 401 '

Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772




=== gyie

S

ey -

!
H R T TELELL
1

PROCEEDINGS

(The.court C6nvened.en bancrat 3:00 o'clock p.m.,
there being present HdNORABLE WiLLIAM H. McCULLOUGH,
AdminigtrativeﬁJudge, and HONORABLE ALBERT T.
BLACKWELL, JR., ROBERT H. MASON, AUDREY E, MELBOURNE,
DAVID GRAY :ROSS, G.R. HOVEY JOHNSON, and JOSEPH
S. CASULA, Associate Judgés.)

MR. EDWAéD_P. QAMUSiA Your Honofs,.may it pleaseg

the Court, this aftefnoon we have our memorial service.
The program itself will be handled in-completion

by Mr. Edwin Hutchinson, who for many years has been the

chairman of this paréicular committee.

Therefore, I now'call upon Mr. Hutchinson to
step forward and present those matters before the Court now. -

MR. EDWIN HUTCHINS&N:A Thank you, Mr. Presidentﬂ

Judge Mcdullough, Associates Judées of' the
Prince George's Coﬁnty Circuit Court, Judges'of the District
Court for Prince George's County, Maryland, Mr. President,
families and friends of the attorneys who are being honored
here today, members &f the Prince Gedrge's County Bar

Association.

It is a tradition of this Court and this}Bar

Association to join together to pay tribute to our friends
and fellow members of this Bar, who have departed this life

since we last met in November of 1984 for a similar program.
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We will now take a.little while to brigfly review
the time when these men were with us in the practice of law,
in social events, and in thé tr%al of cases before this
Court and other Courts in this County and this State.

I .
The Attofneys we are honoring here. today are

- Attorney Paul J. Hefferoh,"Judge'William H. McGrath,

Attorney Nelson N. Williams, Jr., and Attorney Edward N.
Everett. | ) |

Your Hono}s, it is my pleasure at this time to
present Paul D. Murphy, who will speak to us regarding Paul
J. Hefferon.

PAUL J. HEFFERON

MR. PAUL D. MURPHY: Judge McCullough, Honorable
Judges of the Circuit Court, the Honorable Judges of the

i

District Court. i

In 1955 when'I left the United States Air Force
I was hired as an insurance adjuster for tﬁe Charles E. Wilson
Company, who was representing United Services Automobile

' :

Association. Paul He%feron hired me in July of 1955. That
is when I first got to know Paul.

Paul was born in Piston, Pennsylvania on April 11,

1923. |

He received his education in the public schools

up there winning a football scholarship to the University of

Connecticut in 1940. iHe remained there until 1942 when he went
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into the Uﬁited Statqs Army.
! _

He remaiﬂéd in the Army from 1942-to-1946. He
rose to a rank of captain in the infantry, and he was also
wounded in‘Belgium r%guiring hi&lto remaip four months in‘the
military hospital in!hnglaﬁd.

Before he left the service he was granted the
Purple Heart and the Bronze Star and other citations while
he was in the Army.

He returqu here and resumed his education at
the University of chanton,_graduating in 1948.

Mr. Hefferon mét a beautiful Irish girl from
Pennsylvania named Jéén Callahan, and they subsequentiy
married on April 4th, 1948. |

At this ﬁime I:would like to present Mrs.
Hefferon to the Court. Mrs. Héfferon, would you please rise?

As a result of that marriage.four children were
born, Paul, Jr., Kevi?, Ligann and Sean, who are present
today. I wish to pregént them to the Court. Wouid you
please rise?

Paul lefﬁéthe University of Scranton graduating

with a B.S. degree in business and attended Dickinson Law

School where he received his J.D. and moved to the Washington

area. g
3

He moved to Clinton in approximately 1954, where

he has always lived.
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Mr. Hefferon was a member of this Bar Association,

the Prince George's Bar Association, the District of Columbia

Bar Association.

He was also at Charles E. Wilson, a member of

that firm. ;

Whén hegeft'them in 1969 he went with the
Washington Suburban %anitation Commission, at which time he
went there as an attbrnéy,”and rose to General Counsel, and ¢
he remained there until he died a5 General Counsél.

Mr. Hefferon was quite a unique person. When you
met him you automatically felt warmth flow from him. .He
could get people to work together and to mend a lot of fences.

He also éxtended his hand to many an attorney |

i

that needed help. S%me aﬂtorneys are very grateful to him

I .

for he literally saved their careers.
Paul alsb had many friends, two of them are
present, Harry Daughérty and Bill Higgins, they had a
Saturday morning breakfast.club. Every Saturday morning
they would meet and go to Happy Harbour. Happy Harbour is a.
very unique restaurant. Judge Nolan has been there before.
They wou}d rub elbows with the elite, such as
a champion muskrét s%inner; champion oyster eater, and the
champion snail eateré Don't ask me what they had for

breakfast, I wouldn't want to know.

There were some adjusters that worked for him,
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Charles Kittredge an? Ed Mullaney. We were all very fond of

him, who we called Hef. We all remained friends in the early

'50s on. ﬁ

I feel that Mr. Hefferon was a family man, a good
lawyer, a good leadéi, and he always had a saying, "You can't

win them _ all".

I feel ﬁhat whoever met Mr. Hefferon .won something

by just knowing him. He was a warm man, a true man. ¢
| N

I . .
I would like to present these words to the Court.

Thank you.
JUDGE MJCULLOUGH: Thank you, Mr. Murphy.
MR. EDWIN HUTCHINSON: Your Honors, I move that

these remarks be made a permanent record of this court and

a copy of same made"available to the family of Mr. Hefferon.

| .
The next one to be honored is William H. McGrath.

I will ask Honorablﬁ Jacob Levin to speak to the Court
! , :

regarding him. '
HONORABLE WILLIAM H. McGRATH

HONORABLE JACOB S. LEVIN: If it please the

Court, the Honorablﬁ William H. McGrath died at the age of
1 . .

86 after having had a long and distinguished career as a
public servant. '

Bill was a graduate of the George Washington

University School oﬁ Law. -

He served as an officer in both World Wars. He

Ii
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was a member of the Marine:Corps thereafter for a short

period of time. j
3 .

He served on the Metropolitan Police Department,

was an Assistant Coréoratipn Counsel for the District of

I _ _ .
Columbia, was the 1aLyer for our Zoning Board and our Liquor

Appeals Board. p

"
He was a charter member of the Seat Pleasant

D

Lions Club, and a member of the American Legion, and a veteran
and a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

But it was as the Chief Judge for 12 years of the
predecessor of.our now District Courﬁ, that is as it was then
known, Chief Judge of the Peoples Court that we as lawyers

and a Bar Association all came to know and love him as a

person.

&
u <

He dispehsed justice always with a pleasing wisdom

i .
that he had acquiredkby way of education and experience,

i
1

. N : c s ' )
and with a compassion that all litigants who came before, who

i

come before the Bar éeserve.

We will never forget him, and we will always
cherish the association that we had with him as a lawyer,
as a Judge, and above all as a warm, caring and a wonderful
individual.

I respectfully request this Court that we adjourn
these proceedings in memory of the late Honorable.William

H. McGrath, and that' these remarks be spread upon the minutes
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of this court.

;
JUDGE McéULLOUGH: Thank you, Judge Levin.
1 -

| :
MR. EDWIIﬁ HUTCHINSON: Your Honor, Attorney

. | )
Joseph De Paul will ﬁow speak also regarding Judge McGrath.

MR. JOSEPH De PAUL: Your Honors and ladies and

" gentlemen. I came to know Bill McGrath as a 1awyer;béfore

I appeared before him-as a Judge. He left a very strong
impression on me, a devotion to duty and dedication £o his
work.

Mostly hg impressed me as being a professional
who was interested fh representing people and helping them.
He carried that witﬁghim throughopt the years that he served

as a lawyer, as welﬂ as the years that he served on the

Bench.

K

He felt that we were here to serve, and we were
privileged to have the license to practice law, and he felt
that there was a message there for all of us that we ought to
give Jjust a little bit more than just the ordinar? effort on

behalf of our clients.

He felt we were in a position where we could help

and we should do so%without someone telling us that it needed

. 1 |
a little extra dr1v$, a half hour's work, that it was part of
i '

our responsibility.:

That made quite an impression on me, and I

frankly try to pass it on to all those that I have come into




contact with over tﬁe years.
I was aﬂSO equally impressed by his devotion to
duty and his awarengss of his responsibilities as a Judge.

He had certain things that you could do in his

courtroom, certain things that you could not do. It was

" always done with an eye towards expediting the docket, or

servicing the people, and remembering that those people who

came into his courtroom might be having their one exposure

to court, and that ?ne exposure to the judicial system, and
| '

that they had a rig%t to be heard and they had a right to be

treated with fairnegs and kindness.

As YouriHonors know,_and most of you all know
he was not a soft man, he was not an easy man. He was neithef
prone to listen to lengthy arguments,nor was he to hand out
lengthy sentences. He was mor; interested in doing the right

thing for the people that appeared before him.

Sometim?s if you were someone he knew you could
i :

tell how you were.d%ing in front of him by whethér or not he
addressed you as Caétain or Sergeant. When he célled me
Sergeant I was in pretty good shape. When he called me
Captain, I tried to remind him I had only been a PFC. in the
war and I didn't have any. rank.

In any event, Judge McGrath was always very
careful in the way pe handled the people in his courtroom,

]
and he left us with'the impression, all of us who participated
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in the activities infhis couft, that these things were
important, whatever ?t was that was happening affected people,
and that they had azéightvto the best that he and that we
could give to oursel%es. "

He wasAa%good man, he was a good soldier, hé was

a good lawyer, he wa? a:good Judge. All around he was a
very good American. )
I ém pleased to be allowed to speak on his behalg.
JUDGE McCULLOUGH: Thank you, Mr. De Paul.
MR. EDWIN HUTCHINSON: Your Honors, I move that
these remarks be spread upon the records of the court and
a copy of same sent to the family of Judge McGrath.
I would ﬁow like to introduce to the Court

Elvira White, an attgrhey from the Public Defender's Office,

who will speak to usrregardlng Edward Everett.

“ EDWARD N. EVERETT

MS. ELVIRA WHITE: Good afternoon, distinguished
members of the Bench} colleagues and friends. I am here today
to present some remagks in memory of Edward Nathan "Skip"
Everett.

It is difficult to remember him in sadness,
especially this room, because it was just here last summer
that I delivered a presentation at the investiture of the

Honorable William Missouri.

Skip sat there smiling, encouraging me because he
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knew I was just an absolute nervous wreck. He held my hand

before I came in her% and encouraged me as I sat out there

I‘ : . :
because he knew thatFI wanted to do the best job I could:.at

i
.
1
3

that investiture.

I am here today to pay tribute to a deceased
colleague and a very dear friend. Skip, as we called him,
always called him, and it is not with sadness but with

fond memories that-all of us remember him.

I first came to know Skip as a member of the

class of 1978 at the University of Maryland Law School.

There he distinguisHFd himself as a friendly, outgoing class-

it
. 1. . . .
mate who enjoyed a ngorous_argument or a lively discussion

on almost any subject.
|
!

Back inéthose days he was the regional director -

e

|
[1 H
h i
i
!

of BALSA, Black American Law Student Association, and he
traveled widely éncouraging the full participation of the
minorities in the legal community.

More recently he was an active member.of many
professional associatidns, particularly the J. Franklin
Bourne Bar Association, the Prince George's County Bar
Association, the Ma%&land State Bar Association, énd the

|

Kiwanis Club here in the community.
;|‘ k
|

I
. ].
Skip, agzhe was affectionately known, would

have turned 34 years old last Wednesday, November the 6th.

His sudden departure on September 29th of this year left a
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void in our closely Knit legal community where he served as

t

first a private pracéitioner, and later after poor health
forced him to curtail his practice, he became a dedicated
panel Public Defender and.worked diligently all the time
even though he was»in'frail-condition.

But to know Skip and talk to hiﬁ_daily,lnone

)

of us would have not%ced the physical heart condition that
would have plagued,him most of his life.

Skip suffered from this heart condition since the
age of three, and no one ever thought that he would reach

adulthood, so that was a_miracle in itself. Each day that he

lived he considered Fhat a great joy and a great honor.

So commi%ted to our.profession and its high
standards that in hié’last days he devoted himself to helping
newly sworn lawyers, to assistihg colieagues in private

practice, and to securing the financial feature of his only

child, Alesta Noreen Everett, who is three years old.

In his memory we will continue dedicaiing our
energies to the legaa profession, and we_ha&e taken steps
to see that Alesta'sffuture is assured as Skip would have

wanted us to do.

I am privileged to have known him and we will

miss the joy that he shared with us each day of his short

life.

I would Qike to present at the defense table a
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gift where Skip would have spent most of his joyful days.

Thank you. _
|

JUDGE McCULLOUGH: Thank you, Ms. White.
MR. EDWIN HUTCHINSON: Thank you very much.

I would move that thése remarks also be made part of the

[ .

- permanent record of the court, and a copy of same.given to the

family of Mr. Edward;N. Everett.
! -- : ’
The next attorney we are speaking about was

Nelson N. Williams, Jr., and I would like to introduce to the

Court William J. Kenney, member of the D.C. Bar, who will

speak to us regarding this gentleman.
NELSON N. WILLIAMS, JR.
»!'

MR. WILLIAM J. KENNEY: Honorable Judges, members

of the Bar, ladies apd'gentlemen.

I am flaétered to ﬁoin with the members of the
Prince George's Coun%y Bar Association and the families and
friends in this memo;ial service for the recently deceased
members.

To the f?milies please accept my deepést
condolences. I hope?our'pérticipation will help the familiés
in understanding the. service their loved one contributed to

I .
this community, and to the Bar, and the honor and respect we

hold of their memory.

I partic?larly want to salute the memory of a

close friend and member of my family, Colonel Nelson N. Williﬁms.




‘whom were -- and I'm sure are very close to him.

] : 14
Nelson'giwifefand family, his brother and his

'1[

sisters-in law have joined us today for this memorial service,
and have asked me to convey their thanks‘and respeét to all.

Forgive me if I now and again refer to Nelson as
Bill, as I have always}khown him as Bill.

Nelson died a few months-shy of his 57th bifthday,
on February 3rd, 198%. o |

Born May¥l3th,>l928 in Murray,.Kentucky, to two
uniquely strong and good people; His mother, Elsie Boggess
Williams was a school teacher, and continues to guide the
family with love and'determination.

His fathér, Noah Williams, was a hard working,
God-loving man. A m%qhiniét by trade, a father by avocation.?
He died about a yearkprior‘to Nelson's death.

-

Nelson had two brothers, Tom and Don, both of

Don died in October, 1984, following a painful

illness of lung and brain cancer.

J " . . ’
Nelson was the’ epitome of rural American success.
[ .

!:
He started school in'a one-room school in Murray, Kentucky,

and while the depression caused detours to Detroit, Michigan,

he ultimately graduated as one of 13 in the graduating class

from Kirskey, Kentucky. Not yet 16, Nelson enrolled as a

pre-med student at Murray State University in Murray, Kentucky.

Follow1nj graduation in 1949, Bill taught biology
i
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and science in the Kiwanee, Missouri High School, doubling as .

a school bus driver,

all té get the money to fulfill his
i .
ambitioniof going to;medical sc@pol.and becoming a doctor.

Like so many of our dreams, war intervened.

with the start of thé-Korean War, Nelson enlisted

"in the United States Air Force as an aviation cadet.

Following commissioning and graduation from

o

!
Flight School, Nelson served with distinction as a Jet Fighter

pilot in Korea. i

Incident%lly, Fhe Williams were well fepresented
in Korea as all thrée brofhers-were there at the same time.

Nelson fiew 98 missions, earned the Distinguished
Flying Cross, the Bronze Star and the Air Medal, with numeroug
clusters, and emerged a dedicated, Career Officer.

Fate transferred hi% to Westerner Air Force Base

'in Chicopee, Massachusetts in 1953, where he met, wooed, and

in 1954 married a loéal Franch-Canadian girl, Ruth Lafleur.

Ruth, incidentally, is my Wife's first cousin,.

Ruth was?the ideal compliment-of Bill. She
shared his sense of humor, his fun loving ways, and his
dreams.

Together they have given us a great heritage.
Their family, all of:whom are with us today: The twins,
Kathy Williams, Nicky Williams Rocco, here with her hﬁsband

and Bill's light of pis world, his grand-daughter, and
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. return, Bill's thoughts were to a second career. While on’
’ I

,active duty with theﬂAir-Force he attended the University of

| |
Don Williams, Liz Wi%liams} and Latty Williams.
|
4 b )
As his family grew, Bill found the transfers of

military life disruptive of his family life. First
transferred to Washington in 1964, Bill found a home. His

family stayed here during his tour in Vietnam; and, upon his

Baltimore Law Schooll | : ¢

Followiné,his graduation and admission to the
Bar in 1978, Bill opened his practice as a solo p:actitione;
here in Fort Wéshington, and maintaiﬁéd that practice til
his death. ; |

With hisicontaCts and his military grade he could
have easily sought a:corporate practice and the comfort of
a lobbying career. Bill electea instead io seek out the lonel]
and the podr of Fort Washington.

As someone who has sampied his practice I can
speak with some real testlmony Bill may have cut the corners
of the books, but hehnever"cut the corner of his heart. \

'x

His dedication to hlS clients and their love for him is a

unique witness and a unique testimony to the Bar.

I was privileged to spend the afternoon of his

unexpected death with him. He talked of his family and of
the great sense of ldve and pride each of his children have

given him in their iqhividual ways.
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We talked of his practice; Two cases needed

immediate attention, and his illness and hospitalization made

it necessary to ask for help.

We talked of his dreams. He still harbored

"the dream of medicalﬁschool. But, he was anxious that his

J ; .. :
" planned program for Rehabilitatlon of Alcohol and other

abuse offenders keemeoving.

I am pariigula;ly pleased to see that his wife,
Ruth, his brother, Tom, and his sister—in-law; Janet, have
recently successfully opened the Williams Center to provide
counseling, training, eddcation and guidance to alcohol and
substance abuse offenders to provide an opportunity of

rehabilitation. .
¥

I ask y%u to join me in a moment of silent prayer
in salute to the me&ory of ouffbrpther at the Bar, Colonel
Nelson N. Williams,lUnited States Air Force, Retired.

A man uniquely gifted by God; a patriot; a fighter; a doer;

a dreamer, but above all a patient, giving and loving family

man. We mounrn his death, but we rejoice in what he gave us

all in life.
JUDGE McCULLOUGH: Thank you, Mr. Kenney.

i ‘
MR. EDW%N HUTCHINSON: Thank you. I move this

i
court that these reharks be made a part of the record of the

court and a copy of the same be sent to the family of

Nelson Williams.
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Is June White Dillard here? I would like to
introduce to the Court June White Dillard, who will speak

also regarding Mr. Nelson Williams.

MS. JUNE WHITE DILLARD: To the Honorable Judges
of the Court, Members of the Bar, family of Nelson Williams.

T am June White Dillard, and T ém a very close friend of

Nelson Williams.

I met him when we were studying for the Bar,

which brings 1awyers§togetherrin a very, very special way.

ii | .
We happened to pass 9t the same time.
i, H .

|
That cemented our friendship, after which I moved

my office to Prince George's County.
He was a close friend, trusted advisor. His

door was always open:. 1if you had a problem, if you had some-

-

thing that you needed to discuss, if you needed a confidant.
Our friendship continued to grow.
I watched his practice grow. ‘He devoted many hour
to the people in Fort Washington. He was not con;erned about
how much they earneq, or what class they were in, or what

race they were.

He was ﬂruly a member of the Bar that we would
|

] .
all be very proud o%, and I would just like to add my
particular thoughtshand sympathy in his memory today to the

it

family and to the mémbers of the Bar.

We lost a member that gave many things to us.

Ul
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Whenever ‘'he was in the courthouse he was always smiling. He
always had a friendly word, a joke to share with you, and it
was a pleasure to sée him.

| .
I truly:ﬁiss him around the courthouse.

Thank_yoﬁ.

JUDGE McCULLOUGH: Thank you, Ms. Dillérd.

MR. EDWIN HUTCHINSON: .Thank you. Your Honors,
I move that these remarks be made part of the record of thisg
court and a copy ofé?ame be sent to the family of Nelson N.
Williams. é

This coQéludes the people we are honoring today,
and I would like to just make one'announcement., These flowerst
on the table here, counsel table, are for the famiiies of |
these deceased that we have honored here today, and I would
request that some member of th; famil? of each one be

|

responsible to see that they get to the proper people.

p

Your Honbr, we are now ready for some remarks
from the Court.

JUDGE McCULLOUGH: Thank you.

Mr. Hutchinson, Chief Judge Loveless asked me to
express his regret Qﬁ not being able to be here to preside

at this memorial ser&ice. He always felt and still feels
that it is an honor to be able to be the presiding judge at

this ceremony.

However, he is recovering from surgery and it was
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physiéally impossiblg for him to be here today. He asked that

I would preside in his stead.

All of t?e judges are very grateful to the

b

Prince George's County Bar Association and the members of the

committee on memoria}s for the presentation of these memorials

" today and making the&arrangements for the ceremony.

It is a very find tradition that we have maintaine

in Prince George's County for many years, that we pause from

the usual adversary matters taking place in the courtroom to

¢

honor our departed brothers and pay tribute to their memories.

So the C?urt, all of whose members have enjoyed
a very pleasant and warm relationship with those who have

been memorialized today, will direct the memorials presented

: h
will be spread on the permanent records of the court and

-

that copies will be sent to the familiés of those colleagues

we are honoring today.
i

I
Mr. Bailiff, in honor of our departed brothers,

you may now announce adjournment of this court.

(Whereugon, at 3:30 p.m. the memorial service

i
was concluded.)
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