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P R OCEEDTINGS
. « . The Court convened en banc at three o'clock.
p.m., there being-preseﬁt gpnorable William H. McCullough|
and Honqrable Albert T. Blacﬁwell, and Honorable Jacob S..
Levin,'Aséociate Judges . . .:

JUDGE MCCULLOUGH: It is always a pfivilége for
me to preside at the annual memorial serﬁice for departed
brothers, Leon Shampain, Brady J. Vradenberqg, and T. Hammondg
Welsh. I will now recognize the ?resident of the Bar
Association, Mr. Jim Kenkel.

MR. JAMES KENKEL: May it please the Courts sitting
specially en banc and friends and family of the members we
are honoring here today and my colleagues. Eighty years ago,
a few lawyers in Marlboro and Hyattsvi;le gathered to form the
Prince George's County Bar Association, an association that
numbered nearly one thousand members, lawyers and judges and
taken its rightful place as a professional organization in
this county dedicéted to the advancement of jurisprudence.

In addition to that, we pause literally tb take
care of our own and to recognize during:the year those who
have made special achievements and then in November of each
year, sometime between Veteraﬁs Day and Thanksgiving, it has
becbme a tradition of the Bar Association to pause and recog-
nize our colleagues who have died during the past year.

For more than one half of the Bar Association's
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- George's County, and it was in that year '62-'63 that he served

‘ceremony this afternoon J. Edwin Hutchinson.

existence, forinearly forty iearszéﬁr Chair of this afternoon‘é
program has been actiVely practieing-here in Prince George's

County. J. Edwin Hutchinson of College Park, Maryland has been

a lawyer for forty years. In 1963 he was appointed as the first

full-time juVenile master of the Circuit Court for Prince

as president of the Prince George's County Bar Association,.

He has graciously chaired the Asseciation's Memorial Committée
and he has annually taken the lead in arranging this service.
He has also giVen of himself, Your Honors, as you know on a
voluntary basis to the Association's other activities including
arbitratlon activities for the prompt resolution of minor
disputes. He is active in hie civic and church affalrs,

particularly with the UnlverS1ty United Methodist Church and

actively participates with hlS w1fe in Meals on Wheels programgé

I am pleased to présent as the Chair of this

MR. J. EDWIN HUTCHINSON: Judge McCullough,
Associate Judges of the Circnit Court for Prince George's
County, Maryland, Judges of the District Court who are present,
Judges of the Orphans'Court, distinguished guests, and family
and friends of our deceased members who we are honoring here
today. As you haVe heard, it is.the custom of the Prince
George's County Bar Associatien through its Memorial Committee

and the judges of the Circuit Court for Prince George's County




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

" this time we take a few moments to refleet and briefly review

plants that you see on the trial table today are to be giVen

to gather-one afternoon during the month of November in this
courtroom to honor and memorialize the members of our Associa-

tion who have departed this life during the last year. At

the years that these departed}members were with us.
We have known these attorneys here in the courtroom

and at meetings of the Bar Association, in the conduct of our

business as lawyers and advocates in the courts of our state‘

and county, in service clubs, in church and social club
activities.v

To those of us‘ﬁho knew and associated with these
men, I know that we all»feel.that as lawyers they enriched
the practice of law and, as men end ffiends,-they have enriched

the lives of us who were privileged to work and associate with

them.
The gentlemen we are honoring today are Leon

Shampain, Brady J. Vradenberg, and T. Hammond Welsh, Jr. The

to the wives and families of those men we are honoring today.

Thank you.

I.WOuld like to ihtroduee to the Coﬁrt and'thoée

present here this afternoon Judge Jacob Levin who will speek

to us fegarding Leon Shempein.'
JUDGE LEVIN: May it please the Court. Leon

Shampain was born in New York'City on ﬁuly 21} 1926. He
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attended City College of New York. He then attended the
UniVersity of Miami Law School where he graduated with-a
degree of bachelor of law in 1951. He then attained the degred
of master bf_léw ét George Washihgéon.Uniﬁersity'Law School.

In the‘late fiftiés, he worked for the befénse.
Department while he was éttending schoocl at G.W. ﬁé served in
the army durihg World War II. 1In 1960 he came ouf to our
éounty at the béhest of Judge McCulléugh sitting on my left ¥
when there was an opehing with a lawYer thatvprécticéd in the
Mount Réinier area named Vance Véughn. Many of YOu will
remember Mr. Vaughn. He entered priVate practicé with Mr.
Vaughn. The firm became knqwn as Vaughn ahd Shambain.

Leon kepf_that name ﬁntil his death, but he moved
from Mounthaihief over to U.S. 1 and we all remember the -
building that is lodétéd on U.é; 1 at ﬁhe intersection of
East-West Highway. It Says, fThe Shampain Building" ifvyou go
north on U.S. 1 past UniVersity Boulevard on the right hand
side.

He was not only a member of_bur Ear Association.

He was a member of the District Bar Association'énd the Mary-
land State Bar Association. Leon was actiﬁe in our Municipal
Police Associatioh aﬁd sered as a member of the Board of

Directors of the Cynthia Warner School.

He is survived by his wife Jeannette and three

children. Some of you may femember Jéanhette. Jeannette,
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pefore shé‘mafried Léon, uséd to work in the Assignmént Office
in the Circuit-Couft for Montgomery County. They had threé
éhildfén, one of whom is a student ét Johns Hopkihs. Anothef
is in nurse's training. The ia;£ one is a ninth grader at the
Bullis‘Prep Schooif
| Leon died on Oétober>30, 1985 of éongeStive heart

failure. The triéi of any lawsuit is a traumatic experience,
not only‘for the litigaﬁts,ﬂbut it is a traumatic expériencég
for the witheéses.v_It is a traumatic experienée for the lawyers,
and it is a traumatic expériépcé for the jury and the judge.

Léoh'Shampain durihg his legal career was a lawyér,
a tfial lawyer who énjoyed trying lawsuits because it'gave him
a chance to diéplay his shafp wit'and.his wonderful sense |
of humor. Leon had a gimmick or a method that he would use
durihg the course of any trialffo.iﬁpa£t to the jurors in some
manner a humorous name that -he would give to the trial of the
particular case that they were lisfening fo, such as mystery
writers do. He would tell thé.jurqfs yoﬁ are going to hear
the case today of the missing hubcap or the broken yoyvor the
case of who. had the red light.

Leon had the God-given ability to make people laugh
during the course of a trial. He was a wonderful berson to be
around, and the jurors all loved him. We shall miss him duriﬁg

the years that lie ahead of us.

Judge McCuilough, I réSpectfully request that we
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adjourn in memory of Lédn Shampain.

JUDGE MCCULLOUGH; ’Thahkjyéu, JudgevLeQin.

'MR. J. EDWIN HUTCHINSON: Your Honor, I make a motig
that these remarks be made a pa;t of the pefmaheht record of

this Court and a copy of the same sent to the wife and family

"of Leon Shampain.

"JUDGE MCCULLOUGH: Your motion is granted, Mr.
Hutchinson.

MR. J. EDWIN HUTCHINSON: Thank you, sir.

We will now hear from Mr. Sam Ianni,.a Hyattsville
lawyer, regarding Brady J. Vradénberg. |

MR. SAMUEL IANNI: May it please'the'Court. Brady
J. Vradenberg was born in Saint Paul, Minnesota on March 11, |
1904. He attended public school in Saint Paul énd, while in

p

school, took and passed the civil service examination. As a

‘result, he went to work for the'Fedefal'gSVernmént and worked -

for the Federal governmeht from 1923 to 1942 for various

agencies. Among them were the Depértment of Agricultufe, the

Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the Geheral ACcounting Office;

While working for the Federal goVefnment, he attend}

school and recéived an undergraduaté degreé from GéOrgetown
University and a law dégree from National Law School which is

now a part of George Washington University.

In 1942 he entered into the military serVice and

served in the militéry serVicé ffom 1942 unfil 1962, was

n

10}
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"discharged with a rank of lieutenant colonel. While in the

.Louisiana, and New York. It was while auring his tour of duty'

I|' on December 30 of 1949. Following his discharge from the

"and one granddaughter, Rebecca Hoover.

military, he served at poéts in Ital&, Kéreé, Téxaé, Virginia,

in Korea that he was awarded the biétihguished Ser&ice Award.

Following, he was admitted to the bar of Maryland

military service, he also served as a member of the United
States Marine Cérps Reserves andbﬁhe-bistrithOf;Cbiumbia
National Guard. ﬂ

He entered privéte piacticé in Mount Rainier is 1962
and continued to pfacticé here ﬁntii 1981. Part of that time,
he served in a partheréhip Qith Fioyd Mathias, Floyd B. Mathias
His wife of 37 years,vNancy, pfedéceésed him in 1981. Hé‘is :
survived by two childfen, Sue M. Johnson of.Collegé Pafk,
Maryland and Catherine Hoover éf Hickofy, North Cérolina,

Mr. Vradenberg had the type of a pfacticé'that
quité often represented the very poor and he alWayé dié good
jﬁstice; He served}thié countfy with honor, and he served our
Association with honor.

| In addition to being a mémber‘of the Maryland Bar
Asséciation, he was also admitted to préctice in the District
of Columbia. Thank_yéu.
| MR. J. EDWIN HUTCHINSON: Thank you, Mr. Ianni. I

make a motion in this matter that the remarks be made a bermann
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Leon Shampain family? Mé. Sue Johnson is here, one of the

Richard Bland who was aﬁsociatedvin the pfactice-bf law withK

ent record of this court and a cépy of the same séntvto the
family of'Bfady Vradénber&.
JUDGE MCCULLOUGH: Your motion is granted.

MR. J. EDWIN HUTCHINSON: 1Is anyone here from the

daﬁghters of Mr. Vradéhbéfg.

I would like to now_infroaucé to fhe Court Mr.

T. Hammond Weléh, Jr., the third_party we are hdﬁoring here
today.

MR. RICHARD BLAND: ﬁay it please the Court.
T. Hammond Welsh, JrQ, a most pr6mihént lawyer, ciﬁié and
business leader of Princé George's éoﬁnt? passed'awaf this paétf
October 7. 'Hammond was born in Prince Georgé's County on

.

December 11, 1911, was educated in'local schoolé, féceivihg

Uﬂiversity of Maryland. At the time of his aeath, Hammond
resided in Mohtgomefy Couhty,vMarylahd, ha&ing moﬁéd there in ;3
the mid seventies.

During his.74vyearé, Hammond'é life can best be
broken down into the féllbwihg four categofies; his business
and financial career, his cémmunify and ciVié réspthibilities,
his role as an attorney, and Hammond as the pérson.

In the business and financial wofld, Hammond served

as General Cdunéel; Difector; Presidenﬁ‘and Chairman of the
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- of the Building, Savings, and Loah Association Commissioners

‘treésufer of Saint Luke's Episcopal Churcﬁ“of Bladensburg,

Board of Marﬁland Federal SaVingé and Lbén Association. At
the time of hisvrefirémeht, he w;s the Cﬁief Executive Officer
ahd, ﬁpoﬂ reﬁirémeﬁt, he wés‘gr§p£ed fhe title of Chairman
Emeritus.

In addition, Hamménd éerVed as Chairman of the Board

of Maryland and was a past president of the Maryland League of
Building)ASaﬁings, and Loah Associations. He was aléo-a i
former diréctér of Citizens Bank and Trust Company of Maryland
and Suburban Trust Compahy.

In the community and ciVic ﬁorld,‘he was a retired
Chairman of the Board of Trusteés-of Saint MarY's College
of Maryland, a past preéidént of the Prince Géorge's County
Chamber of Commerce as Well as past présidént of the Kiwanis

-

Club of Prince George's County. 1In addiﬁion, he served as

Méryland for many Yea#s.
As a member of the Bar of the State of Maryland,

Hammond had the reputation of being an outstanding, brilliant
laWyer whiéh is-démonstratéd.by.the numgfpué:positioné that he'_
held in the legal forum. As I‘mentibned, he was'past'présidenti
of the Prince Géoige's County'Bar Assoéiatioh, was a Fellow 6f
the Maryland Baf Foundation, and a Fpllow,ﬁmeritﬁs in the
American Collegé of Trial Lawyers. 1In additién, he served as

Chairman of the Trustees of the Client's Secﬁrity Prust Fund
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that stands out above all of the oﬁhefs-by which a léwyer willx

" He represented Levitt and Sons in éettiné aside a préﬁious sale

AHammond likewise éxpectéd an eéual pefformance frqm his partnefs

- for many hours, soon realized his devotion to nature and

of the Bar of Maryland.

During a lawyer's career, there is usually one case

be best remembered. Mr. Welsh in the middle fifties became

Maryland Couhselvto Levitt and Sbhs, a national home builder.

of ﬁhe Belair proberty lécaéed'in Bdwié, Mafyland and then con4
tinued as LeVitt's attofhey and repfesenting him as the
successful biddér at a éﬁbséquent sale of the Eeléir'property.:
For Years theféafter, Hammond handled Levitt's construction
business in MarYland. Tﬁréugﬁ this répréseﬁtatioh and the
activities of Levitt and Sons, the fade of Prihce Geofge's
County underwent a tremendous changé;

When we come to Hammphd as the person, he in my

-

opinion was a pérfectionist and drove himself accordingly.

aﬁd associates. No task was too small, none too 1érge, and hé
always gave 110 percént effort in completing'é matter on a
client's behalf.

Hammond's hobbies consisted of boéting and hﬁnting
on the Chesapeake Bay and the fribﬁtarigs. . He has a deep ipve‘
and respect for the outdoors and all of'the‘beautiful.aspécts

of outdoor liviné. I peféonally had many occasions to hunt

-

water fowl with Hammond aﬁd, in the course of beihg in the wilq
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" know there are not words to express théir'féelihgs over the loss

: Codnty Bar Aééociation-éhd'the members of this committee on

respeét that he would show tawa;ds a féiidw hﬁﬁtér and the
spoft itself. |

. Last but not least by'fér, Hammond was a devoted
famiiy man. He‘is'sdfﬁiﬁed by éis wife, Miiﬁred and two

children, Milly B. Welsh and Thomas H. Welsh, III. While I

of a husband and fathér, thé§ céftéinl§ do not stand alone in
hisvpasé;ngf There are»mulfitudéérof ffiends-and business ¢
associates who likewise feel this loss.

Your anor} thisvdoncludés my remarks cbncérning

T. Hammbnd Welsh, Jr. Thaﬁk yéu.

MR. J. EDWIN HUTCHINSON: Thank you, Mr. Bland. I
make a motion that thevremarks made by Mr. Bland be made a

part of the permanent record of this Court and a copy of the

-

same be sent to the family of Mr. Welsh.

JUDGE MCCULLOUGH: Your motion

Hﬁtchinéon.
MR. J. EDWIN HUTCHINSON: Your Honor, this concludep

our proéram except for the fact that we would like to have

some remarké from the.Céurt, and then-we will adjourn at your

disposal{

JUDGE MCCULLOUGH: Mr. Hutchinson, Mr. Kenkei,

and ladies and gentlemén. All of the jﬁdges of the Prince

George's Circuit Court-ére very grateful to the Prince Géorge’
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memorials- for the presentation of these memorials today and in

ﬁakiﬁg arrangemenfs for this ceremohy.- it is a véry fine

trédifion thétbwérhaﬁe maintained in Prince Géofgéﬁéicdﬁnﬁy

for mahy Years, that we bauseuffom %hé usual aavefsafy méttérs'

taking place in this courtroom to honor our departed brothers

" and pé§ tribute to their memories.

'So, the Court, all of

whose membefs héﬁe énjoyea a Qéry ﬁleaséﬁt and warm éeféonél

direct that the memorials préééntéd
permanent fecordé'of this Court and
to the families of those cdlléégués

Mr. Bailiff} in honor of

may now announce the adjournment of

rélatiohship with fhdée»who.héve beehlmemorialized tddéy Qilf

will be spreéd uéon thev
that cobiés will be sent
wé aré honoring today.

our depaﬁted brothers, you

this Court;

(The broéeédingé were concluded

-

at 3

:25 p.m.)
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