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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND
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PROC EEDINGS
- « » The Court con#ened en béﬁc at three o'cléck

p.m., there'being present Honérable Jach S;_Levin, Honorable
Joseph S. C;sula, and Honorabie‘James P. Salmon, Associate
Judges ...ié

..JéDGE LEVIN: The Cou:t at this time recognizes.
the Hono?abfe C; Philip Nichols, Jr., Presideht of the Prince
George's Co;nty Bar Assdciation.

' jGDqE NICHOLS: Judge Levin, Judge Casula, Judge
Salmon, thank you for taking this time from your:;chedule
to hold this spgcial sesgion of the Circuit Court for Prince
George's County.v We take this?mqment each yeaf to remember
those who have passed away fro; out of the service to the
Bar and &ur'citiiens. It is é%good.thiné aﬁd one that we.
should c;ntinﬁe‘to do as we ha%e for deéédes,'to céntinue
to honor their meméry. |

»'I would like to reécognize at_this ti@e the Chairman
of the Bar‘ASSOQiation for Prince George's County Committeé
on Memorialé, the former Master for.juveniie causes of thig
court, the Honorable Eddie Hutchinson. |

MR;.ﬁUTCHINSOﬁ:. Thank you, sir.

Honorable Judges Levin, Ass

o

ccialbe Judges of tha
Circuit Court, you have to pardon me today. I woke up with
laryngitis, but I will do the best I can.

. As you know, the Prince George's County Bar and
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the memberé.of tﬁé-Couft each November take an-afternooﬁi
off to honor the ﬁeﬁbérs.of this Association who have died
since the las;vmemqrial pfqggam.in 1988. There are.five
members whé'haVeipasseé,aw&yfthis year, and we are honoring
them in this.service. |

Those of us who hayé known these men I am sure
have profited frqm knowing’tﬁem and associating(with‘them,
and wve think“thié_is anbetﬁéé place that they were herg
to work;with us én'aﬁdfout q£ ﬁhe court, in social organiza-
tions»a?out thg ;émmgyity,: %s‘you know, a lawye:( becaqse
of his standiné in the édmmugaty, is expected to join in
to communiﬁy.intéteSt énd,acﬁ;vities, and more or léss direct
people in the vaf thaﬁ they é;ould go. |

Unfoftunately,the B?r Association today does not

‘hold the honored place that it did say‘20 years ago. I

dén't know why, because I think we have plenty of upstanding
lawyers andﬂjudges‘vho are doing their best to Qpholdvthe
law and enforce thevlaw ané mékevpeople realize that ﬁhis
is.a country éf‘lawé and we have to live with them and abide
by them. | |

It seems.that;most people today feel they are

above and béypnd'the law, We had a good example in Z=a

Zsa Gaborh case, and,in thesa celebrated people whe try

their case by»the'pgeSS,' bdt it still falls to the Cou:t 
to get to the letter of the law, interpret the law and render
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a decision so people know we have an ordérly sbciety.
| The @en we arelhonofing today are David M. Wortman,

John Leﬁisikel;y{ A. Fred Freedman, J. Robert Sherwood,
and Abraham Chasénow,.fa;her of qudge Chasanow, seated at
the bench. : é _ "

I wéuld like to call on Mr. Nemeroff at this time.
who will speak to us regardiné Mr. Davidlmf Wortman.

MR. QEMEROFFS .Judge Levin, Judgé.Casula, Judge-
Salmon, thank xoﬁ for the‘opportunity to have this com-
memorative tribute. I th;nk it;s one of the most iggor;ant
things you can do for a member of.the Bar not to bé forgotten.

A§ a lawyer,_David Wortman was a ﬁnique breed.
He took the posﬁtionAhe was the champion.ofvthe underdog,.
champiéﬁ of thequnder-privileged, the victimized, whether
they are\victim;zéd by fate o; event.

He did so, because he eﬁpathized with these peopie.
He kﬁew_whaﬁ it was lik; to b; without:; to be down and.out,i
simply to have two quarters to yoﬁ? name.b

He feltgthe only'waf he could bgtter his own liféi
was to bétter.the lives of otﬂers. What he‘did is he put
himself in law‘school while he worked in the 50'3; aﬁd he

oy the causges of

ih

used his God-given talents ©o nriumph
others. .
His creed was simple. It was based on three princip]

devotion, honesty and respect. David Wortman was fully

Les
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devoted to his clients. If‘he_believed in you, there was
no cause too small, no effort too great. It was an all

or nothing ﬁroposition with him. = He thought of himself
as a lawyer 24 hours a aay at all times. To David, the
law, as a profession, was based on honesty and integrity.

There were no ethical issues or malpractice issues like

31 .

:we have today. There_wés a r%ght way and there was a wrong

way, and he couldn't understand how people couldn't tell
the difference between the two.
‘Ih this era where mdhey and greed often influence

| - .
a lawyer's values, David Wortman was never affected by money.

' To him, making money from the practice of lav was the result

of his efforts ané-not the reésons for it. He had the most.
wholesome'oﬁtldokkqn qoqe§ §n§ practicing law of ahyone
I had evéflmet. To him;ﬁmonéQ ;as someghing thatiyou baid
the bills with, supported‘ﬁislfamily with; let him plav
golf with, and if there was a.;ittle left ove;, to place
a $2;00 bet;a; the :ragﬁ with.

| D;vid“Wortmaﬁ méasured his clients by the size
of their cause and not ﬁhe size of theif'pocketbooks. He
despised lawyers whb measﬁ;ed success in the legal profession

i B

To him, success was not his

by how much money they mace.
. . ‘ s i ) _ . — .
net worth, but by his self worth, and by this measure, David

Wortman was a very wealthy man.

Finally, David's view of the law was based upon
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it in others. Laﬁhclerks and lawyers passed through his

6

his deep respect for it. _A$~é law élerk_for him béfore
I became:a ia;yer,'l would,tag along iﬁ the very cpu:t;dom
that I speaﬂ in now. He.éot prepared Qith thé same suit,
the buttons didn't magch, the.shoes weté untied, and hé
would walk:in, and the gomentfhe got in the courtroom it
was the most sa;red thing in:ghe world to him. It QésllikeA
a Cemple,‘ Tﬁe iaw book was h;s bible. His teachingvﬁés
truth and jgstiée. To»him tﬁé:e wvas né.more sacred place
in the worlé thén the ;ouftroom.

F%r‘mbre fhén:30.yearé as a lawyer in PrincéiGeorge's
County and Montgomery Céuhty, in the Metropélitan area,

David Wortman not only lived by this creed, but he instilled

doors ané uﬁderbhis winés;falrgéf whom were nutured and

inspited.by‘the-same c:eed.v‘Mény have moved on and é:e-A

lawyers in PrincevGeocge‘s County. |
David Wértman died a year ago tomorrow, and over

the last:yegr” ﬁany iawyer; and law clerks and secretaries
called the $ffice and his family expressing their condolences,
and just wondering what they could do, and some of these
people héve been in praétiée f%r 15 or 20 years: some have
been laW'clerks; éome ldwgar$,asume even dudges, aﬂd'z‘asked
myself what was!it that‘mbved Ell-thesg people to inqﬁi;e,

to ask, to be so concerned about scmebody. If you knew

him, you had been trained by him, if you worked with him,
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He was the super ego, the conscience of all the secretaries,

‘judgment was in doubt.

"Steve, how iis David doing? I heard he is. sick," and he

~wished for éefté expreSS_nis.good‘wisheséto-pim. ‘Hevwaé

"He said, "No, né,gthatfs not right. Everything goqd‘I'learnedf‘

‘our hearts and miands forever, and I will never forget nim.

you practicédvlaw_with him}“tﬂgn:you knew why.ﬂ; >

David Wortman was an oasis of righteousness.

i

law clerks %nd lawyers who had the priviiege of his guidance.

His physidaﬁ,presehcéflthe sound of his voice, the mé:e;*f

mentioning éf his name‘wasﬁalbeacon of light for those whose

- 1'will end What"llhive to say:in the wéy'he‘would'v
say it, and ‘that's with.a story. =
About a month before he died, I was trying a case |

in Montgomefy County ghd.a'lawYer.;amerup'to”me and Said; '

a formere;aq'clerk:bf bévid'§é‘$n§.had been pragticing fo;!?
almost lﬁnoé 20 yéat34 andig;sgsémevhé; up;éF byvﬁhaﬁ newsifv-
he had:héard.  | . . o
.i.Héléaia/ifXQQ know;:;végythiﬁ§ 1;iéér§é§ a§§utvi.;
the_law I iéarnédffgom David]ﬁ;rtmén,~ i?é:shéé#xﬁisvheaa::
abog;_thé;igﬁ i learhed_fromlD%Vid:WQrthén."“ﬂ.

,'Aﬁthoggh'he is no longer here in body, his honesty, |

E]

nis integrity, his wisdom and his commitment will live inside

Thaﬁk.Y6u;g

o MK,THﬁTCHINSON: Thank you. - Your Hohor[ I'movéj; :'
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these remarks be made a part of the permanent'tecord of

' this court and a copy of the same sent to Mr. Wortman's

family.
The next speaker will be Judge James M. Rea who

s

will speak to us about John Léwis Kelly.

_JﬁDGE REA: _Fellow ;embers of the bench, iadies
ahd gentlem;n, feliéw mehbersé&f Fhe Bar, a nuhber of years:
ago one‘of mny qﬁildrén was asiea Vheré she.livéd, and she
said, "y li%e ub on ﬁhe eaét';idéiof ﬁaflboto[“vand the
individual séysQ*”Yéu'live uéion the QOne>With‘The Wind
Road."” |

What thg individualﬁwaslreferring to, up on the
hill east 6f Marlboro hefe :hére are sevefal old plantations,
Compton Baséetﬁefsgradfﬁrd %na Aéhland. The géntiéman |
that I EQme ;6 falk abouﬁ todiy is'dohh Léwis Kelly, Master
of>Ashland %nd.a memSer of the Bar. |

AShlén& is‘an old-aptebellumthme, and was split
by Maryland Route 4 a nﬁmber 6f_yeaté.agog It was;avvéfy
productive pobaqéo farm,;and,?asv:aised some ho;ses of note
over the years. Mrf Kelly maF;ied Aﬁna Brooke wno'inhérited
the homé fr;m hef Béookg family, and she andIMr. K;ily had
four children,'JShn Keliy} wﬁ% is in ﬁha caurﬁfocm hef&
today with bis{wife Mary;nna;'and a member of our Ma:yland
Bar and';he.Diégfjct_of_Colugpia Bar, and.Nanqy Hemley,

who is married to Dr. Robert Bruce Hemley, who we call Skip
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|| Hemley, Katherine Cawood, who'is a member‘offpur'Maryland(_

’

Bar and husband is the Honorable Jamés Cawood of the Anne

Arundel County Bench, and theﬁlast daughter is ﬁ?ry.Stanley,

married to %qm Stanley. - | | |
Mr.:Keliy'had'nuﬁétéus érandchildren,-buﬁ‘l should

mention that his granddaughter, Victoria Cawood. is also

| a member of our Maryland Bar, -and works for the Nationwide .

Insurance Company in Annapolis.
. { : I L
Mr. Kelly was born a New Yorker, or from in that

area, .and came to the Washington area as a young man and

worked in the security business selling-stocks and bonds,

| and gréduated from George Washington Law School. He was

associated with an oldef member of the Bar by the name of
Henry Richardson . in the District of Columbia, and he had

offices for many years, actually, until they literally tore

the building down in the old,tﬁansportation building over

on the west side of thevbusinegs section_of Wgshiﬁgton, 
and his specialty was taxation 1aw}'

'He.ﬁas a delegatgvt0~the American éar Association's
section on.takétion, and had nﬁmérous clients. One'of his

clients was a large agricultural production company in the

2l state of Kansas, and at least ﬁor ene monch many yesars he

‘would go to Kansas to handle their taxation and their books

and make their annual reports that all the large corporations

have to do.
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He appeared in.thisréourf manj times'én abpéals”
from the Maryland tax assess§r and he many times appéared
in the Maryland Tax Court. | | | A - |
He also was the accepteérauthor1ty in thé Upper'
Marlboro réélo; aﬁout taxatloﬁ;‘and numerous.lawyegs in
;hls‘area ‘would refer tax p;oblemslto Mr,quhq Kelly.
r.erhn Kelly had hany sides'about hiﬁ,'lOne
of the things that he dearli Ldved, and I g#ess it came
out of living on Ashland,and‘ﬁéing,related»to the Brooke
family, he got Qery devoted to the field 6f-fox:hunting,
and aﬁ one time was Presideﬁtiof the Marlboro Huntidlub,
and was amoﬁg the ones that,ﬁéré responsible, probabiy the
pfimary one forftﬁé’ﬂunt Clusﬁpﬁrchase of the old gﬁn club.
on the Patuient Riyerf;nd preserviﬁé it ané keeping it as

a place of recreation.
In his years as a huntsman, he, of course, got

involved wiqh‘shoéxhorses, becaqse he had chi}dren, and
the resuit ;as Ais oléest daéghter Nancy got very involyedv
in hotse»shdwing,.ﬁot that Jghh andAMa:y énd Catherine weren'g
involved in it also, but in 1948 his thorépghbred horse,
Maryland Miss, became the éha@piOn hunter of. the state of
Méryland;

-' I‘cduld;remembé: that'Year very well. He was
in law school, and beiﬁg theibéy'that kind of lived on fhe

farm across the way I would gb with him and Ivcould_remember
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getting,inionzo}d.élymouth car with a horoe trailer benind
it, and.tne51948 horso trailers were very orimitive}“and_
I remenber going through Washington to'Potoméc, because

in_tnose days there wasn't any beltway, and I know he would

"haul,tha; horse to Warrenton to horse shows to make the

points to’ become the ohampioni and he actually took that

horse to the Eastern Shore horse shows. It wasn't a macter'

&

| of going on the ferry or the Bay Bridge/ but he had,to go

all the way to Elkton and come back down with that horse
in that old- rlnky-dlnk traller. 1 remember 901ng down the
hills in Montgomery County with the four kids in the back

and myself and Mr. Kelly‘and‘that‘trailer coming up; pushing.

2 I You were wondering whether or not it was going to get you

‘when it was coming down.

& -

Mr. Kelly was a compaésionété and charitable man.
Mr.erlly.commuted daily from Marlboro to Washington. He
had an old yellow Bulck at one' time, and he had that old

Plymouth that I teferred to, and Lord knows how many people

_arbund Marlborb gdt-a free ride to Wasnington, because they

~knew ﬁr. Kelly was g01ng to Wasnlngton, and he never turned

anybody down 901ng up the 01d Marlboto Plxe and taklng them

‘1nco Washington.

I know for about‘aicwo—year period he hauled two

"

.of my sisters” almost dally to Washlngton, and the famlly

very much=appreciated that, Another thing that wasn't too

=
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well known abou;vMF. keliy, hf; Kelly was verfjmuchve man

of compaesion and the Chief Judge of the United States Court'.
of Clalms 1ndlcated that there was a problem w1th1n that
bench, and that was that Judge Charlotte Murphy had had

a stroke. Mr. Kelly took on Judge Murphy as kind of a pro;ect

~and worked w1th her and alded her a great deal and made

sure that she went to her therapy and handled her nherapy

so that she could}get other parts of her brain“functioning

from the parts that had been damaged, and she at one time

couldn't speak at all,'but‘thfough the therapy and through

the guidance of Mr. Kelly) Judge Murphy regained her speech
and was able at the wake of Mr. Kelly's funeral to be there

and be able to talk to people in a very nice way .

I knew Mr. Kellyvas a neighbor, as a lawyer, and

as a friend, and I'thinkithat most people 1in this region

" could say the same‘thing. he was a charitable man, he was

a good nelghbor; and ba51cally among all thlngs he was a
good parent and-a good man. Thank you, gentlemen; |
ﬁ’MR. HQ?CH;NSON; Thenk you, Judge Ree. Your'Hohor,
I move‘that?theSe::ema:ks be made part of the permanenc
record of this codet, ahd‘a‘oopi of seme:seht to the family
of John hewis Keliy} Thank you |

_The nexe_speaker Qili be Sam Ianni, who.wiil speak
to os eboutvh. fréd Freedmah} |

- MR. IANNI: 'Thank.you, Mr. Chairman. - Judge Levin,
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Judge Casula, Judge Salmon,_:Fred"Freedman was born in -

Philadebphia, Penthlvania in51931. Folloﬁing graduation

hfrom the publlc schools of Phlladelphla, he eritered the

Unlver31ty of Pennsylvanla, Whorton School of Business.

He graduated thh an undergraduatevdegree in 1953, and went

on to law school at the Un1vers1ty of Pennsylvanla, and
graduated from that school in 1956 He was admitted to
practlce in Pennsy}vanxay the DlSttht of Columbia and in
Maryland’ ; | |

;

FblloWing his graduation from law'sChool, he was -

»1nducted 1nto the Unxted States Alr Force, and served.at
Cyumit Air Force Base in.Illinois. Upon. be1ng dlscharged/

~he .went to the Active Reserves and retired as a full»colonel.'

" After his discharge from the military, he went

to work for'the3security and.Ekchange’Commission, working

~there two years from 1958 to 1960, and then went 1nto prlvate

practlce, practlclng in Maryland and the Dlstrlct of Columbla

ki

from 1960 to 1978.

« For a’ short perlod of tlme, approx1mately a year

“in '78, he éeturned to the Seourity and Exchange Commission,

but then returned back to prlvate ‘practice. Of course he

_was in private-practice at tbe tlme of his deaLh.-

" He was a membder ci nis Synagogue for 27 yearz,

T

.was also a member "at one time in the_Optimist.Club-in the

District offColgmbia,_and thejChiLlum_Lions.Club in Maryland.
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I knew'Fred Freedman as a fellow lawyer. 1In fact,

'oo one occéeion had-thé pleaeurevfo have him as'avworthy;

opponent. He émpreesed me with his knowledge of the facts

in that case andebis knowleddb of the law, but he handled
himself in a professional and business-like manner, and
it was a pleasant,experience to deal with him,

Fred;Freedman diedaone year ago today, November

9/ 1988. He was survived by his wife, Judith, and two childrdn,

Roberta, a lawyer who practices in Montgomery County. Marylang
and who specializes in immigration law, 'and his son, Phillip,
who was an electrical ehgineer.

MR. HUTCHINSON' Thank ybu, Sam. I move in this

~ case, Your Honor, that these remarks be made a part of thev

permanent record of the court, and a. copy of same sent to
the family of A. Fred Freedman.

The next person to be honored is J. Robert Sherwood.

- They have a. mlsprlnt in the program saylng I am going to -

speak for hlm, but Joe DePaul is going to speak for him.

one of the reasons for the error is that I dldn t tell Joe
that I expected himfto be’nere”ontilvlast Sunday, so he
didn‘t have a whoieilor‘of tihe to gec ready,'and they didn't

have time to get him on the prfogram. I apol cgize, Joe.

MR. DeEAUL: No_apolcgy is necessary: Mr. Hutchinson.

I am pleased and dellghtec that you asked me to eulogize

my frlend J Robert Sherwood who passed’ away on June 10th

!

~ .
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There are too.manyilfof.those of us in tﬁe‘coe:trdom.

Qobeft_Sherwqod was an institution when we were
growing up. He was,really e;large part‘of"thevcountyr'and.
indeed-he end.;ﬁe bankvthat.be headed_greﬁ withvthe coﬁnty_‘
and with tﬁe s;ate:j He was-e dan_who,wrote a“éhap:er of
the Aﬁerican'story'end ehat enaéter wae QEitten inePrihce
George'svcéﬁnty.

And eﬁeﬁ'he passed“awéy of a‘stfoke‘and'a heart
attack,‘one:of_the iocalfbangers;who had donefbusinees with
Mr. Sherweod fer"maﬁy Years ;?iéjv"l.did"ft think a singie
maiady Qould kill that man. :It_would take both tﬁe combina-

. i £ : 2 AP = B :
tien of a stroke end a heart;aﬁteck; He was that strong
and heaéty; andeéeemedfto befbigéer ﬁhen.life. Indeed i'
always thoughtqu hiﬁ as somegne ?ho was larger thén_l?fe.“

ﬁe went work for the old Pr;nceeGeorge'e Benk
of Hyattsville.at'the age of 17 in 1922 as’a messenger and
clerk, and stayed 1n the banklng 1ndustry fleld for the
rest of hls llfe untll he retired a few short years ago.

.As a matter of:fact; he_was President of'the success
SubufbaniTrust frbm 1957'toL;§75;Vand'all'of'those.who:
practicad law in those véaﬁw Watcﬁaé_ﬁﬂe b@nk'gfaw:wAehu
the growth of tge.county; He then becemeﬁthai:ma# of the
Board, and throﬁgh ﬁhe eyoluiion; that again increased the

gize of the!bank and it grew_with the county and the state.

ol
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'Mr; Sﬁefwéod!ﬁéd fifét_beeﬁ edu§a£ed at éhe 01d

buéinesg high schobl, 5nd<fro@ théfe dﬁring thé‘Ye;rs while

working'at;theqﬁénk; he‘went”gﬁrough §ndergréénat¢ work

ana got his degtée. énd ;heﬁ'he picked up an.LLﬁ.at_South-

eastern:UniVersity %n 1937, and promptly became a member

of the Bar, and was quite proud of his status as a member

of the Bar, but did not practicé law as such very much,
because his activities with the bank were Qrowing and kept
‘him quite busy.

He had a side to'hiﬁ_that‘mqst of us knew quite

- well, most of us in the county, particularly in the old

days he_was;deeg;y invglqed in thevcommunity. vBob;sherwood
believed th;t yé; serveé the ¢o¢munity asvwéil-és,ysur familyx
énd as wéll'aé yO;r profgssiéa.or bﬁsines%. | o

| Hé wéé;véry_active-in ﬁhe éqy Séouts of-America,
and worked for years;selfishli with the Boy'Sc§uts.73Be

was one of the charter members of-Heroes Ihcorporated of

‘Washington, and advocated support from the community for

those who put their lives on the line for the comnunity.
That was one of the duties he felt everyone should undertake,
community service.

He was a Director of the Prince George':

3
[P
G
o
1
cr
s

General Hospital, and worked quite hard with the hospital.

He was alwaxé actiVe_ip'the Community Chest of Prince George's

County, andfhe found time to Serve in many other activities

¥
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in the communityi
Now uniessvau?feél‘tggtLbe didn?ﬁ dO-eQeryﬁhing,ﬁe'
didn't touch on éverything,.I;wént_;o ﬁelllydu-Mré Sherwood
was a very, avid golfer, and q;ife aﬁ.ayid fiéhérman, and
if I could jugt’éake.a‘mqment, I waﬁt.tq tell you on;a personal
note an eipgrieﬁcé with:M;. sherwood. | |
Back in 1976 hg.was;a key'wiﬁness'in a large federal
case which I happéned to be one of counsel, aﬁd all the

other lead counsel were from_&ery large fi:mS'ianashington

~and Baltimore, and they had heard of J. Robert Sherwood,

and they vwere a little timorous about interviewing this

man, preparing for trial; and they saw me being the last

man on the list, they asked me if I would undertake the

~job. I said yes, I know Bob éherwood, I would calil him_

-and see him.

'So I called him. He said, "Why don't you come

out to my house. I‘'have a one o'clock tee—-off time in Columbia

"If you get here about noon wé will talk and get you ready

‘and all the other counsel ready."

Well, Your Honors know how sometimes courts get

‘stuck for a few minutes'past”the time you are going to leave,

Ty

‘ 3 Bal, o F 3 - FLEL - ~ g g - - oy B -3
then you get into traffic, and traffic gets congastad, and

{

- the fracture is compeunded, and by the time I got sut thesgs

it was about 12:30. Mr. Shé;wood was pacing up and down

'in the living room with the putter in his hand. I wasn't
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too sure he was 901ng to use it on me. I said, "I'm sorry:,

I'm late." He sald, “It s a good thlng you are not here

for a loan, Joe.“ We are go1ng ‘to do our busxness. I told

you T will meeﬁ.Vith you, and he dld.

I didn't leave there until 2:30. He went into
considerable'deeeillon the £Gnctibniﬁg of the bank and nis
interviews;by the~goverﬁhent{agentS; and¥the,poin£ is he
felt it was ris'euty, since he wes a witness in an important
cese, thateif I took the tiﬁeroet to goito hHis home to intervi
ﬁim, his gelfingffriends would wai;; 

This is a man who is duty-oriented and believed

in deing what was necesSsaryf I might say Mr. Sherwood

was very, very active in the Masonic Order.: He was quite

actiVe in his COmmunitY,

| H1s faelly was.a good”ene. -He really:was very
proud of hlsnfam1ly.v He wesvsurelved by three sons and
two daughters. His w1fe passed away several years ago,‘

but he was qulte proud of hls chlldren and his grandch1ldren,

'end at ﬁhe time of his passiﬁg, he had nineegrandchl;dren.

You might say that Bob Sherwood was a thing' that

‘we all want-to=be in our'community. He was -the complete
‘man. -He. serveé noec u,ly his profession, indesd two pro-

fessions, both as “anker and lawyer, but he served hiaz

community., he eerved_his God, he served all of the community

_duties,ébut ebovevall,-he was a good family man with a deep

ew
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and profound égpég_§f eth}cs.i_Hg was-a_good'ﬁan. It wéé
a plggéure knéwiné him. AHe addea ﬁo out.comﬁunity, and, -
four Honé?s; i.ahEpleased thag I was askéd_to épeék on behalf
of this-;éri_iine man. Thahk;yoﬁ. |

 MR. HUTCHINSON: Your Honors, I move that these

'rema;ks-likewisébbe made a patt,éf the permanent record

of tﬁis qéufédand.a ¢6py'°thhe:samg’§ént tdithe”fémilyé
of:J.éRoSért‘Sheg%éoé; | |

"The nexh gpeaké?‘wiil Se Mr. William F. Edyards;
He w;s aésociag;d-with Mr,fAbraham Chasanow,‘the next man
to be_honbrea'in_the'praéﬁicélbf‘laég'

" MR. EDWARDS: Your éonors,"honored guests, friends,

I have been asked to speak about my friend, AbrahamvChasanowr>
,husband,;fathet, ﬁ:iend,vat:ogney}'and in remembering Abraham

Chasanow{fic's of'interest'to_me-that it was not a question

oi_recallinngarzstq;ies of his/ca;eer, but I remember more
of the person;ljaspeqt qf his'life yhieh I wsuld'like.to
share with you.i”ﬁfteé a;i, ve ;ii Know from'iaw achool
ﬁhat lavyers ne&e:rvin the cases,bthé cliéﬁts-win; and when
tﬁe;c%ée'ié loéé, thé.l;yyérviost, of course.

| iAb; was é.vgry impoéféﬂtxéatt of my'lifé. I grev
up in a'éqmﬁunitQFin ;hich hémwas thévlegder; I vorked
with him, I gpa:ed'offiCE spééé with him, I litigaced=with
him._;i thiﬂk;his Life was_egceptional.

. He was porn-iqlphiladelphia. His fahily was very
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remember so:much.
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~poor, as”I understand from history. He had to work to support

the famlly.

Deaplte the fact that he had to work, Abe Chasanow
never dropped out of schooi. He fiﬁlshed school._-The schoolv
system of Phlladelphla aﬁ that t1me was é model system for
the country;_ He had p1gh asaéemxé honors.. He u§ed to tell
a funny sﬁo:y which aé;ﬁélly:ﬁewonly-told to me once wﬁich-
kihd df represénted thercharacter_of Abe Chasanéy that I

. Abe}-apéérently --it may not be a big'suipriSe

to all of us -—- was someﬁhatvémall-for his age. He used

to tell the story of how he used to go to school in the

: Phlladelphia school system 1n the dlstr1ct he llved in,

which was rather rough.' He had to flght his way to school

and back. I am not sure if i:vwas every day: but the way

_he told phe‘stbry,_i;;wasQ

;'Abehdecided>he would have to:put an end to these

boys pushing hi@ around, 8o he went to‘a gym and learned

. how to box, something which #as"g total anathema for me.

As far as Abe Chasanow was concerned, he loved it and learned
to be a very good boxer.,
Iftemembet sitting1dne day on the couch in his

office. We we?e talking'abqht-éhat happened after he learned

how to qu} 5Abg'said, "I was good._ I went out;in‘thekstreet;r

I didn't have any trouble with those bullies anymore.®
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I saia, “Nevet-mét anybody bigger than you, never training
or boxiné.; 
‘vae had a wondérful chuckle that he used when

he was abou; to pin Ypur heart to a tree.bn cross-examination,
oq.used.it wheh he was going to tell you‘a funnfvstory;
and Abe’saia,>5Bill;-6ne thing I shall tell you about my
boxing ability;'I was>6150'blessed with common seﬁse. When
Iléot out on thg sﬁrget and the situation dian';-look very
good, I was'blessed with the'abiiity'that I was able to
run fast'as'ﬁell."‘.- |

There in - that Stéry that.Abe told, the.accuracy
is p;obaﬁly,smudged in my mind.

Abg kneﬁ héw to play :he;cards of life. If I
could.use an gﬁélogy to one of the things hg loved_to do,
and that was card-playing. He knew how ﬁo hold the cards
when it Qas nédessary to play to the eﬁd; ‘He also knew
when to fold the éardg."}

'Abe came to Washington in 1932 ana got a job with

the federal government. It was a time of deepening depression

'Governmeﬁt jobs were much coveted positions. ' He stayed

with the Navy Department for some 23 years, I believe it
was. Shortly after érriving here, he was imposed upon by
f:iends to go out on a blind-date, something he detested.

I am not sure any of us really liked that. That night he

:
"

And like all attorneys do, they like to use words like “never.!
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gave in and met the woman who would savé him from future

blind-dates, his wife Helen?"He was married for over half

‘a century, raised children tbgether}-fan a very,succéssful

reél estatg firg?;ogetper, ané-she ;as coné;antiykthere.
to back‘AbeQS practice‘and anYﬁhing thatihappéned.

' .'They deéided:gpgmoveto a,ruraivarea‘ohtside of
Waéhingtoﬁ to a»l%;tle toyn. %That‘fural'atea'was reférged
to aé Prince George's County back then. As someone else

said earlieq,'it'was before the beltway. They moved to

‘a little town known-as'Tugwéll'Town).Roosevelt Hill. ® For

those of us who live»there) it's called'Greenbelt.v

~ There he'raised his. children, one of which went

" ‘on to become a .Golden Glove boxing champion of nié own right.

He wants to remain anonymous.

His children wéte Howard, -Phyllis Richman in the

_Washington Post column, you may have :ead) Mirna, a teacher,

and Ruth, a teacher. It was here that they formed friendships

that .in later life they‘wduld fall back on and have the

sUppért of when they needed it. But Abe was known as a

.toughvattdrnek,.and the tbing.ﬁha; amazed me about him Vas

his gre;t'love"of litefature, and he could read a.best—selling

novel in a day. .

Be supposedly fead'all the béoks in the Greenbelt
library. T dqn‘tvknbw if that's all.trué. I have difficulty

~

with Abg_féading the Nancy Drew series, but_he probably
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read ﬁhe same number of books that weré there.

Bgf?révae and He%en_movéd fromfthe family home,
they took.mé:to the basem;nt,'and there on the wall, as
I remember,.were hundreds, hundreds of books, e&ery book
I think he read since he had come to Washington, are carefully!
preserved. | | |

Hé was a writer. ‘He wrote a little column for
ghe Washington Poét when hé'first.éame to>tnis town called
Today's Epitaph. Someone has collected them. I tried to
find some of them. I couldn't find them. |

He wrote poetry. Most of the poetry was for his

wife Helen. I could always tell when an anniversary would

come_by. It Qés the only timé thé dpo; to Abe Chas;noﬁ's
office was closed. .You cbuld see a sinéle piece'of paper’
éoing back and forth between his secretary and him. ﬁhenv
Mrs. Chasanow came ﬁo the office, I yould say to her, "Mrs.
Chasanow, don'ﬁ Qe have an anniversay coming up? >May'I
bg the first to wish you a happirénniversary;" Today: I
can't téll you when the anniversary was, because there is
n§ oné(to closg thebdoof.

| Abe developed and invented his own writing of
poetry of Rhymer. As far as I know, there are three coples'
that escéped from-the family.‘ Yéu know, it was a little
box.you put the word 1n one side and a rhyme came out the

other side. One. of those copies went to a favorite: secretaryq'

~
-
- rd
.

-
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‘and two others went out to fellow poets who wrote back to

Abe te;lihg'how muéh they enjoyed it. I think their names
were 6gden Nash and Robert Frost or Carl Sandburg. I can't
remember thch one iﬁ vas.

| ;n deéling with thisfman, Sharing office space
with him, hafassing him, enjoyihg conversations with him,

it was hard to remember that this man at one point in the

fifties became, during a time which Anthony Lewis called

¢

the time of the assassin, a national hero. At this time
we call it a media event, a time in which life dealt him-
a great deal of adversity. and with‘the support of his family
and support §f.his community, he played the ﬁand he held,
the hand that he was dealt, and he won. He was a man about
whom"Bollywood made a movie called Three Brave Men starring
Ernesﬁ Borgnine as Abe Chasanow, a man about . whom when he
died not only do ve have the usual eulogy and obiﬁuaries
in the local papers, but Anthohy Lewis, in his columnvin
the Neﬁ York Times, dedicated one column to the time of
the assassin. Abraham Chasanogfﬁade a difference.

| Hélen Chasanow died in Séptember of 1988; Ihoée
of us who knew them wéll{ knew that Qithout Helen life would
b; very difficﬁlt for Abe. ’We weren‘t sutp:isad, although
we were hurt, to hear in June of,this year he died while
on alﬁrief holiday in>Atlanﬁié City,vbut we all knew, although|

the doctors can tell us the precise reason for his death,
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the anatomical reason, that without Helen, without his wife
of some 56 years, Abe Chasanow decided that the hand that

he had been dealt was the type of hand that he was going

to fold and walk.away. On that day we lost my friend, husband,

fatﬁér‘and national figure, Abraham Chasanow. Thank you.

MR. HUTCHINSON: Thank you. Your Honor, I move
thaﬁ these remarks be made a:part of the permanént record
of this court, and a copy of same sent to the famiiy of
Abraham»Chaéanow;v |

I want to announce fight at this time that these
flowers on the tqble'here are for the families of the deceésed
members who have Eeen honor¢é>nefe today, so I would appréciat
the épéakers seeing that one figwer arrangement get to each
family. |

Now we are ready for closing reha;ks from the
Court.

JUDGE LEVIN: Mr. Hutchinson, Judge Nichols, all
the judges 6f thig court, and I speak as a :epresentatiVe
of all the judges of this court,'are iqdeed grateful to
you genélémen anq your orgahization, our county Bar Aséociatic
and members of ycur'committee_én memorials for the presenta-
tion of thése memorials tqday( and making all—the arrangements
fdr_this céremony. 

It's a tradition that we, in our county, have

maintained for many years that, for a few minutes during

e

n,
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the course of the year} we pause and pay tribute and honor

to our departed brethren or sisters, and pay tribute to

their memory.

I am going to digress from what is written down

here, because I knew all of these five people who we honor

today. I went to school with Dave Wortman, I practiced
law with Dave:Wortman;_ He practiced léw'be£0te me as a
judge in.thiskéourt.
1 knew John Lewis Kelly, I practiced law with
Mr; Kelly. |
I kneﬁ A. Fred Freedman. Mr. Freedmén ran a clinic
in our county énq had a raaio program thgt emanated a local .

Maryiand program, and I was a guest on one of his programs

. during the cou:se.of his life.

I knew Mr._Sherwooé not as a lawyer, but as Presiden

of Suburban Trust Bank, and was prdfessionally associated"

with him on certain occasions.

I knew Abe Chasanow. I bracticed law with him,
and I knew him as a friend.

All of these people are.deeply ingraiﬁed on my
mind and with all gLe judges of this court. Sobthe court,
ail oflwhosé members havé enjoyed a pleasant énd a warm
and personai‘tgiationship wiﬁh él; those who have ﬁeen
memorialized, wi;l grant your motion, Mr. Hutchinson, and

direct that the memorials presented will be spread on the
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permanent records of this court, and that copies will be
sent to the families of thbse;colleaguesvthat we honor today.

Mr. Bailiff, announce adjournment in honor of

‘our departed brethren.’

. 'THE BAILIFF: All rise.
(Whereupdn)'the_prdgeédings were concluded and

L4

court was adjourned:.)’

!
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