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PROCEE DINGS

N The Court convened eh banc at 3:00 p.m., there
being present the Honorable WILLIAM D. MISSOURI, Chief Judge;
GLENN T. HARRELL, Court;of;Appeals; JAMES P. SAIMON, Court of
Special-Appeals; LARNZELL MARTIN, JR., Associate Judge;
THOMAS P. SMITH, ASSociate-Jﬁdge; SHERRIE 1. KRAUSER,
Associate JUdge, SHEILA R TILLERSON—ADAMS Associate Judge;
TONI E. CLARKE, Assoc1ate Judge, MAUREEN M. LAMASNEY
Associate Judge; RONALD D. SCHIFF,.A55001ate Judge.

JUDGE MISSOURI: I want to first say good afternoon
to everyone and want to welcome you here to the Special
Session of the Circuit Court for Prince George's Coﬁnty.

| First and-foremoet,.l would,like_to reoognize.
resident Court of Appeals judge, the Honorable
Glenn'T. Harrell, Jr., and>ourhresident Court oﬁ Special
Appeals judge, the Honorable James P. éalmon,end,vsitting
withvthem, is our‘retired judge, Teresa Allen Noian, and
someone who has to run_for officevagain, the Honorable
Larnzell Martin, Jr. I'm‘sore'he;s}thrilled to ﬁave to go
through this one.more time. | u

I>would note.thet this is a speoial occasion-for,
scme of YOu and, certeinly, a special~ocoésion for our former
county. attorney, our former everythlng in the county, and
that's Barbara Loveless Holtz. Ano we're so happy that you

decided to bring'your husband, JUdge Holtz, along w1th you to
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drive the car. We‘re‘happy that you're here.

I was‘told that Councilwoman Bland was coming. I
do not see her presently, she:and her chief of staff,
Dr. Billingsly.}

Is Ms. Beswell here? Ms;sIris Boswell? She was
also supposed to be ‘here.

Anyway, I recognlze, also, all of the judges who

| are not sitting, partlcularly Judge NlChOlS, who will be

presenting today, who is in charge of our juvenlle court, and
the judges on this-bench are - I’hOpe;you recognize all of
them, JUdge Adams, ~Judge Krauser, Judge Smlth Judge Schiff,
Judge Lamasney, Judge Clarke

Today we are gathered, as we:have for many years,
to honor our celleagues, associates and friends that have |
passed on. The Court is honored t¢~Wé1comé family, friends

and guests’of those that we are here to remember today. We

| are paying tribute to Fred Warren Bennett, the Honorable G.

R. Hovey Johnson, the Honorable Ernest A. Loveless, Jr., and
David S. Whitacre;. |

At this time the_Cqurt will.recognize the president
of the Prince George’s>County Bar Aschiation, John C.
Frederickson. | v .

MR. FREDERICRSON: Thank‘you, Your Honor. Good

afternoon and welcome: Welceme Jjudges of the Court of

Appeals, judge of the Court'of Special Appeals, judges of the
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Circuit'Court,'judgesvof the DiStriot COurt, electedj
officials, mermbers of'the'bar,'family and friends of the
departed Welcome, all of you,_to the annual Prince George's
County Bar Association Memorlal Serv1ce |

We gather eachmyear at this appropriate time to
acknowledge the?Contributions made by attorneys and judges to
our legal communityf' We'oome together in this ceremonial
courtroom, in this dreat courthouse,'to oelebrate and give
thanks to members of the bar who have left this life, for
each of them contrlbuted greatly to our- legal communlty and
to the lives of those around them.

-Thank you for belng here today in thelr honor

Judge Femia. |

JUDGE FEMIA°:.Thankvyou,-JOhn. Chief_Judge
Mlssourl, colleagues, it's my ass1gnment here this afternoon
to 1ntroduce to you the varlous 1nd1v1duals who w1ll be
offerlng memorlals to our departed brethren. This year we're
fortunate, there S only four Having done this»for as many
year as I have, ‘this is the lowest number that we've had -
which, I thlnk, bodes well for them taklng seriously my
warning last year that - they better damn;welllstay healthy or .
I'11 write their memorials. |

The first laWyer we're goingbto welcome will be
Gary Bair on behalf”of“Fred Warren:Bennett. ‘Gary.

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE ON BEHALF OF FRED WARREN BENNETT
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MR. BATR: Thank you,:Judge Femia. Chief Judge
Missouri, Judge Harrell, Judge Salmon, and other
distinguished judges, thank you for haVing me here today

I first met Fred Bennett almost 30 years ago. The
year was 1979. : I was a young, relatively 1nexperienced
attorney. I had finished an appellate clerkship in this
courthouse — or in the'Old courthouse,‘l'guess it was, with
Judge Dicks. I had WOrked-for two years as a supervising
attorney in the Criminal Justice Clinic at American |
University, Washington'College.of Law,}and_I wanted to get
some trial experience | |

HaVing superVised students in both Prince George's
and Montgomery County Wlth»the CllnlC, I thought I had two
options. One was to work With the Public Defender's Office
in Prince George S County, with Fred Bennett, and the other
was to work in the State S Attorney s Office in Montgomery
County, with Andy Sonner, and in a decision that some might
question, I chose to work with Fred, rather than with Andy,
and I never_haye regretted that decision.

Now, as‘it,turns out, I only worked:with Fred for
about a year-in the Public Defender's Office because, in July
of 1980 I went back to the criminal clinic and then on to
the Attorney General s Office in Baltimore for the next 21
years.'

And, coincidentally, that same month —— I don't
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think they were related; I think it was purevcoincidenCe -
Fred also left the Prince George's County Public Defender's
Office to become the federal public defender for the District
of Maryland( and.that_Was a position that Fred held forf12

years. Those are what I would call Fred's Baltimore years,

| but his Prince George's County roots ran very deep.

_ Now, Fred ‘was born on June 15, 1942, in Bay City
Mlchlgan, llved there through hlgh school He came to this

area for college. He first attended Amerlcan University and

| then attended law school at George Washington University.

v HlS early legal career was spent with law firms in
Washington, D.C. but he soon migrated to Prlnce George's
County both to llve:and;to work.- He and his wife Susan ——
Susan is here today with us'f—'they raised their two
daughters in Prince.George's CoUnty,lMelanie and Stephanie,
and Fred was a partner w1th the flrm of Goldsteln, Ahalt and
Bennett in College Park from 1975 to 1980

As I mentioned, Fred was also the county publlc

defender from 1978 to.l980.' Durlng those years, even when he

| was working in Baltimore, he continued to live in Prince

George's County" |

-Fred left the federal publlc defender's office in
1992, and was then a professor at Cathollc Unlver51ty from
1992 to 1998

, After he left teachlng at Cathollc, he contlnued to
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teach as an adjunct professor at American University's
Washington College of Law, and Fred taught I guess, an

entire generation of 'students trial practice, evidence,

criminal law,-criminal procedure. I've talked to his former

students -and they all, w1thout a single exceptlon, say Fred
was an amazing teacher, changed thelr lives, made a lastlng
1mpre551on on: them, and I have no doubt about that.

I guess 1t would be close to two generations of
lawyers, who worked_wlth Fred, say-the same thing. L;kew1se,
prosecutors who litlgated against'Fred, judges‘who presided
over cases that Fred:tried, I}think-they also were better for
having_the experience of either working with Fred, against
Fred or having trlals with. Fred |

Fred was a unlque person and a unique lawyer. Let
me just throw_out a few words. Creative, highly -

intelligent —= I would say highly ‘intelligent; not Jjust

| merely intelligent‘—~ zealous, tenacious, dogged, persistent.

These are but some of the words that I have used, and others
have used to descrlbe Fred, ‘and I thlnk hlS cllents would
say the same thlng and add deeply caring as well.

Fred's legal career ended where 1t started,

basically, 1n_pr1vate practlce in PrlncepGeorge s County. He

came back to private practice full time in 1998, first with
Larry Nathans, then with Mike Lawlor and, finally, with me in

2004, and my profound regret 1is that the partnership ended so
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soon. Nobody was ready for this. Fred had just turned 65
two weeks before hisfdeath. | |

_Actually, vaas out of town with my wife. This was
July 1lst of this year. We got a call, on a Sunday afternoon,
from Michael Pearson.t Mike was then}an associate in the |
office; Nerhe's,back at the state's attorney's office here.
He's one of fred's former”students, and Fred had been killed o
in a car accident that day.

Interestingly, just two weeks earlier, Fred's last »
trial was 1n this courthouse, a two-week trial. Fitting that
it was his last trlal here.

After Fred's death -1t was a shock to everyone, a

shock to the-law firm, aAshock to the family. The outpouring

‘,of enotion was-just amazing,’for calls-fromvChief Judge Bell,

former attorney general Joe Curran, Governor O'Malley's'legal
counsel Ralph Tyler,.state Jjudges, federal:judges. The
outpouring was‘justvamaZing.j_Students,'former students.

We lost a giant in‘the bar. We really lost a giant

" in Fred Bennett, and it's just too sOon for all of us, again,

partlcularly for those who were so close to him. As I sald

Fred was just 65 when he was taken from us, and 1t may be

-another 65 years before . we see someone ‘as creative, as

intelligent_and'as zealous as Fred.
Thank you.

JUDGE FEMIA: Thank you,‘Gary. Next, I'm going to
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call‘on Bruce Marcus to offer a memorial to a man who was a
dear and ciose'friend to everybody here and ohe who is
sorely, sorely mlssed by all. |

MEMORTIAL TRIBUTE ON'BEHALF OF G R. HOVEY JOHNSON

- MR. MARCUS: Chlef JUdge MlSSOUIl, judges of our

appeals court, judges of -our circuit court

| As we reflect this year and in years past .one of
the things that has always struck me about this event is our

ihability to, within a very short period of time, literally

| minutes, to reflect and remember the liyes of the marvelous

people who-have'graced us with-their presence. They showed
us poise, they showed us dignity, and they made ‘all of us
better for having known them. The simple answer is that a
service like thlS really cannot serve to recap the lives of
the people who have touched us.

" In Hovey s case, Judge-Loveless, Dave Whitacre,
?red Bennett, these are people’who weuall admire, people we
uill all‘remember and people whobmade all of us better.

I am here to talk about'Hovey, but the story could
as easily be told about-Hovey as the other three people.
Eyeryone in this room, no doubt has Hovey stories. He was.
an 1nterest1ng person, and everyone here would be able to
tell you at least an hour or . two about some experlence that
they had with Hovey. He was, indeed, a controversial guy.

As I came down here this afternoon and had prepared
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my remarks, not reallzlng that we were g01ng to have a

brochure that, ba51cally, had wrltten out my speech —-— and

| I'm going to attempt not to go over thlS whole th;ng -— but I.

thought back on something about Hovey that made him so

‘attraCtiVe as an individualland so remarkable as a man.

Everybody in this room knew him. This is really

family. This is'Upper Marlboro.,-The thing-about Hovey was

that, by the time he was. 47, he had completed a full and

complete mllltary career, a career that, for most people,
would have been enough, a career that was filled with awards, .
with commendatlons _ They.are.found in the written materials
that I'm g01ng to talk to you a llttle bit about 1n a second.
But, at 47 years of age, he began to practlce law
and at 47, he had jOlned a ragtag bunch of publlc defenders |
over by the,railroad tracks off of 202 and learned how to

drink beer out of green‘bottles‘in'thedafternoon and learned

how to defend the indigent and,was‘doing the work that had

been previously relegated to young Turks. He was certainly a
different type. He was not the prototypical'public defender.
I thought that, for a man who had been able to have

two fnll, complete'and sﬁccesSful careers,}what_a strange,

strange world it was, atbleast;for those of us who got to
| know him. A Vietnam veteran, a colonel who had commanded a

| battalion in Vletnam, a'ranger, a Green Beret. He had

ordered hlS troops 1nto battle He had ordered people to
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places where they left.their livesron the battlefield. He
served his country, as a mllltary attache, in times of peace.
His career in the mllltary was absolutely fa301nat1ng

And here he came, in 1977, as an intern and,

ultimately, as an a381stant publlc defender How ironic it

1s, traglcally ironic, that, in 1979, Fred Bennett came to me
and he said, "I'm g01ng to hire you as an as51stant publlc
defender, but T got to hire thlS guy named Johnson, I don t
know who he is; he's almost 50; he was a colonel in the Army

and, obviously, I can’t.believe they're making-me do this; T
don't think he's g01ng to work out "

Well as Gary said about Fred Fred also had some

very unusual qualltles, and Fred was partly right. Fred was
gone six months later and Jim.Kenkel took over; ‘Hovey, in a

very, very-short period of time, established himself as one

| of the finest trial lawyers that any of us had ever seen.

His ‘career as a trial lawyer, as an assistant

public defender, was brief in the scheme of things. He

| started in 1979, about ten days before I did, and he

joined -- at'least,looking in this room —- Maureen Lamasney

and other members of the public defender's office who we

| worked with for those three years :and forged relationships

and bonds that exist to this day.
He formed friendships with his opponents in the

state's attorney's'office.- And, when he appeared'in court on
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behalf of an indigeht defendant, his presence'in the
courtroom was something that we had not seen. He had total -

credibility withfthe jury. He had a presence and an aura

| that was unlike anYthing that anyone in the public defender's

office had ever seen.

And so he finished his career as a trial lawyer and

| was asked to join this beneh as an associate member of the

Court. And as we rhink back, this is a man with-two
complete, full,.suCCessful careers. How very unusual.

And what was the reason for that? The reason for
that is Joan Crocker Johnson, Hovey's wife, who is here
today. I wbuld-like.to at least recognize the family who are
here today.. JOah, if you would, juat put your hand up.
Everybody knowleOan. |

In addition to Jban,,there were three other
influehces who Shaped the man rhat we knew. Marjorie
Johnson. Marjorie]ie here from Colorado; Kevin will be here
later this week to celebrate, with the family,_HoVey;s life,
as we are coming up on the onevyear anniversary. And the two
ehildren of Kevin and Marjorie;_Auetin and Cashmere, who
were, obviously, very_important:to Hovey.

'Patti Perez and her husband Noel are here. And,
obviously, from that.marriage were Gabriel and Vietoria, also
extremely important to Hovey.

And Julie and George, who are in the front row.
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Everybody knows George as George : He's Hovey to those in the
famlly, and I've always called hlm.Hovey because that's what
his father called him. - Hovey is obviously w1th Maryland
National_Capital Park and Planning. |

Who was Hovey Johnson? Sevehty-seven years ago, on

- November 13,_1930, hevwas born . in Richmond. He was a product .

of the Richmond public: schools.. Following graduation, he

pursued his degree at Prairie View A&M College in Prairie

| View, Texas. He graduated in 1951 and then enlisted in the

United States Army. »

He served“ln_the Army frOm'l951 to 1974, retiring
as a colonel;_ As I,indicated;jthe,distinctions and
commendations that he received'are'just‘too numerous to
describe, including the Distinguished'Flying Cross,
Meritorious Serv1ce medals, Alr medals, Bronze Stars, Joint
Services commendatlon medals, and an Army . commendatlon medal.
He served in sOutheast A51a, as I Ve 1nd1cated,'Spec1al
Forces, and he was a parachutlst ”

‘ In 1979 when Hovey jOlned us, ‘we all knew that
Hovey was destined for higher offlce, and when he was tapped
to join the bench it began to change the way that.most of us
looked at thlngs | o .

In 1982 when he ran for offlce, some of you will
recall it was a rather contentlous tlme, a rather contentlous

electlon. ,Judge Smith, in one of his prior lives, led a




10
11
12

L'/"B

14

15

NS

17

18
19
20
2
22
23
24

e

15

0 O (&) 1= w N =

group of people to campaign and literally changed, in many

respects, the way that Prince George's. pOllthS has become

from 1982 to the present The world had changed with Hovey

Johnson. He was a county—wide_candidate and, ultimately,
after a primary, was elected in the.general election.
| He was, as a publlc defender and a judge, one of
the most zealous advocates for the constitutional rights of
an accused. For those of you that may have had occasion to
have him give jury 1nstructlons, you knew that there was no
one in his courtroom, or any other courtroom in the building,
that did not hear the jury,lnstructlons that he gave.
Judge Johnson's penchant,for the 5th Amendment

right of an individual not to testify and the right of a
defendant to'be proven guilty‘beyond a reasonable doubt were
two”instruCtions>that prosecutors would cringe on hearing,
because JUdgedJOhnson~almost'challenged‘the Jjury in each case
to acquit the man because it was impOSsible for anyone to
have proof’beyond a reasonable.doubt, given the instruction
and the tenor and the way that Houey'WOuld-deliVer the
instruction - -

| The rlght to not testlfy was almost tantamount to av
demand that a defendant be acqultted for not testifying. How
dare the government prosecute a man and make him come to
court and then not have to testify. it all egualled an

acquittal. For prosecutors,'that was the bad part of the
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equation.

- For defense lawyers, you had bettér have won the
trial, because the tables would turn in the event that the
jury did not see it the way that the defendant presented the
argument. | |

Hovey was known as a long-ball hitter. In fact, in

Hovey's case, sentences in this court probably had fewer

humbers.than they did letters.  Usually, they began with the
word l-i-f-e. In Hovey's case, he wouldvensure that a
defendant would have a fair ttial but, at thé end, made sure
that, in his ﬁind, justice was served. |

There are a lot of people who are here today who
benefitted greatly.from Hovey's counsel. Hévey was a person

who, I would.dare,say,.lookingiaround thisvroom, everyone at

- some point or other received the benefit of friendship from.

He was a person who was open, who was welcoming. He was a
person who would be a friend to you at a time when being a

friend was sometimes_a litfle difficult; With Hovey,

friendship was a'two—Way stréet. If hé was your friend, he

was your friend forever. That's just simply the way it was.
He served on this court until a couple of years

ago. After the age of.retirement, JUdgé Missouri recognized

| the worth and Value of this man and had him sit even beyond

the age of mandatdfy retirement, serving thé Court and the

citizens of his community.




- 10

11

12

b 13

14

15
16

17

18
19

20

21

22
., 23
24

17

_ Hovey had alphraSe that he usedaprdbably from the

| time that we all met, and that'Was that you didn't need to

tell Hovey when it was time to"quit; he would know. And when

it was time to retire, what he told us,waé he would gather

‘| his belongings, .turn out the light and cldse the door.

When hevrétired.fromgthe Court, that's exactly what

| he did. He came in, took his belongings, turned off the

light and closed the door. No‘pomp; no circumstance. And
that was basically the way he lived.

I would suégeSt tb éveryone that we celebrate his
life for all ofvthe éccomplishméﬁtS that he has. The mén was
truly Oné.of the gréatvgnigmas’that we will ever see. There
are not too many peOpleiwhd served in_Vietnam»as;a colonel,
who had thehdubiOUSidistinction of beihg £he uncle to
Eldridge Clever, a’factithat-mpst‘peOPle did not know. So if
you take a look at.this'man-and'all his aécomplishments and
ail of the things that he did in his lifetime; all of the
good that he did fdr all of us, we are trulyvblessed to have
had him and, obviously, very sprry thét he is gone.

- Thank you. | |

JUDGE FEMIA: Now, at this point, ladies and

v gentlemeh, I must apologize for a misprint. In the third

line in Hovey's memorial, I héve him expifing on November 20,
2007. That's an obvious.misprint and I am to blame for that.

I apologize. It was 2006.
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'That”said' I'm goingvto'call'upon Captain'C "Philip

,,_NlChOlS, currently dolng part—tlme work on thls bench,

l,memorlallze our dear, dear frlend the Chlef

DENCRIAL TRIBUTE TO ERNEST A. DOVEEESS JR

JUDGH;NICHQLS: _Thls couldgbevavtwo'bottle event

- Hfor mel -Chief Judge*Missouri,icolleagues,:friends and

k famlly, Barb and Larry, Commlss1oner Pat Loveless

T"To everythlng there 1s a season,.and a time to-

}every purpose under the heaven, a tlme to be born and a time

| to dle, a tlme to plant and a tlme to heal a tlme to weep

and a tlme to laugh a tlme to mourn and a tlme to dance.’

Sadly, Chlef Judge Loveless left thlS world on -

»August 5, 2007 Happlly, for all of us, the citizens of this

State and for his famlly,‘lncludlng his’ courthouse famlly, he

f;left 1t a much better place

He was tralned as a teacher and he was always a

_teacher to us

He cared greatly about Cllnton — that would be the

‘lc1ty, I don t know 1f he had strong feellngs about the

candldate - Prlnce George S County and the State of Maryland

boy makes good " At the tlme of hlS retlrement he was the

Dean of the Maryland Jud1c1ary For all of us ‘who worked

| w1th hlm, around hlm and under hlm, he was the authority

flgure that noHe-of us ever wanted~to.dlsapp01nt.v He brought_
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out the best in ali of us and, for that, he was beloved, not
just here but around this great state.

'Perhaps StenY‘HoYer, the hoﬁsmajority leader of the
United States House of Representatives, said it best in 1992
when he said, "Judge'Loveless could spesk to the meek as well
as he could the mighty."

He will always be remembered as the oné who led the
wéy, whether it was brihging'the psychologist into the
courthouse, making usfnationwide leaders injtechnology, and
even making the firstvknown study of case flow management in
our system. I was.thefe that day, and he sent me to the drug
store to buy-big posfer boards to.seé who touched a case from

beginning to end, and I think that stsrted a great science in

our business.

His life Had challenges that few of us had to
endure. He overcame polio to serve as an officer in the

United States Navy_during World War II; He truly was in that

| front rank of Tom Brosaw‘s."GreatestiGéneration." He was as

| proud to wear the Navy blue and gold as he was the robe of a

judge.

He actuallY{sérved under the legendary Captain
Néwton White, the»comﬁahding‘officer of the United States
ship Entérprise.' Theh'Ehsign Lovélsssfserved under Captain
White at Floyd Bennett Field in New York. Perhaps Captain

White recognized his ability to deal fairly with people when
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he made Ensign Loveless the race relations officer. When
given his;new charge, he.ansWered'up and-said,>ﬁAye, aye,
Captain." :

As a judge, he had that quality of judicial

temperament that all of us strive for. He was unflappable,

| no matter what.

Years ago our courthouse was not air-conditioned,

and it was his secretary Louise Ireland's job to open the

windows in his corner office for proper ventilation. One

morning, Louise dutifully threw open the windows when a wasp
somehow managed to find its way into her blouse and, yes,

forgive me, her bra. It proceeded to sting her in a very

“sensitive place.

- Next through the door came his'law clerk, Mike

| Trainor, better-knoWn as Sugar Ray Leonard's lawyer. Louise

had Mike unbutton her and; ho sooner had her blouse and bra
hit Judge Lo%eless's desk, when the judge walked in. He

found his sebretary half naked, his law clerk standing there

‘with his eyes closed. Unflappable as ever, the Judge was

‘heard to say, fou-all fihish whateVer-you're dbing_here and

I'll just come back later." B |

o Judge Loveless was eh avid.goose”hunter; as you
know. There was.actually a time around here when you could
get>a Caée eontinued to'go goose hunting. Once, on opening

day of goose hunting season, the Loveless 9 managed to get
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';¢cited by the-federal game'warden v Deputvaheriff Chris

_ Ephralm s 12— year—old son was the only one able to escape the

long reach of that federal ert The charge, huntlng over a

ThlS dld not 31t well w1th the JUdge, I can assure

| you. Even though he couldn t have gonerhuntlng,that_day, he
| propably would'have¥béen a codefendant7had'hefbeen'there

'yJudge Loveless wrote a long letter to Chief Judge Frank

Kaufman of the Unlted States Dlstrlct Court Not exactly a

'vwarm, wonderful guy,.as I remember - He asked me what I
.:thought about the letter 'ngéid- "Slr, if somebody sent you
that letter, you would send them to the grand jury He
fdreplred "T! m g01ng to send 1t anyway Hevdld The charges

were dropped agalnst the Loveless 9 and then preferred

agalnst the farmer who owned the fleld
He ‘once lamented to me that perhaps hlS life would
have been much better had he been a goose gulde on Maryland'

Eastern Shore and done somethlng for the env1ronment

}Whether he was the Dean of the Maryland Jud1c1ary or a goose
'gulde, he would have been good at anythlng ‘He was a Jjudge's

;judge and a man for all- seasons.

He often quoted Longfellow "Manfsusteps are but
footprlnts on the sands of tlme | o
Thank you Chlef Judge ' Thank you all.

JUDGE FEMIA: See, I_told you you'could.make it.
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| You don't know what it took to get him to do the memorial.

‘Every time I suggested he was the person for the memorial, he

would well up. He's actually the memorlallzer by default

: because Mike Mlller -- I won't tell you what he said to me.

,_There~1s no way Mike Miller could -- who is, as you know, his

neighbor‘and grew up as Little-Mikey. ‘But, as I said, you
made it. | J
And now I'm going to call upon Mary Crawford to

memorialize a man who not everybody knew, because he was a

very quiet and gentle person, but those of us that knew him

have a lot of respect for thlS guy. Mary.
NEMDBIAL TRIBUTE TO DAVID S. 'WHITACRE
MS. CRAWFORD: Thank you, Judge. Chief Judge
Missouri, esteemed memhers of thevbench, membersvof the bar,
friends and family, it is my honor to speak on behalf of

David Whitacre. fJudge'Femia; I agree Dave was a very quiet

' person. Not too many people_knewfhim.but, for those of us

~who did know him, he blessed our lives tremendously.

He died at a very young age. -He was only 51 when
he succumbed to a very rare tYpe of cancer. He was born in
Hanau, Germany . Honestly, I think that contributed to'making
him one of the most well —-rounded 1nd1v1duals its ever been my
privilege to know

He grew up in Wlnchester, Vlrglnla, but he returned

every summer to Germany, where he v1s1ted with a dear aunt,
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his Tante Trudy, and he perfected his German and he practiced

his German all of his life. He and Dr. Brown, who is the

| chief administrative officer, she also, COinCidentally, had a.

Tante Trudy and when they discovered that they took great

pleasure in practiCing their German together

Dave graduated from the_UniverSity of Virginia. As

an-undergraduate he worked for a time as a mechanic,
repairing foreign,cars, and that developed into a life—long
lovevand a hobby.'AHe possessed several classic cars. He was
in a car club and enjoyed cars for~thejrest of his life.

In 1982 he obtained his law degree from American

| University and, in 1983, he was-hired by then-State's

Attorney Arthur Bud Marshall as an assistant state's
attorney. Dave and'IQWere-sworn in only a week apart and,
when I met Dave,.his guietness-did'impress me. As I grew to
know him better, I found that he truly loved being a public
servant and he really felt that it was a calling " He used
his law degree his whole career to pursue public service.

The other thing that impressed me about Dave at
that time, he was shopping for a house and he sat down with
us and shared all the research he had done on his house. We
were. soO impressed with how methodical he was. That s the way

that he practiced,law. He was very methodical very

! organized and very thorough

He stayed with the state's attorney's office. He
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| served under Mr. Marshall, he served under Judge Williams,

and he served under Jack thnson.' During his career there,
he was'promoted several timesQ He was chief of narcotics,

major crimes and, finally, chief in the circuit court

| division.

Bﬁt,vduring those years,vhe Continued to pursue his
other interests. He was an avid gardener and he loved
gardening and he fiiled his office with plants. He also was
very interested in-coQkihg>and his cars. |

He lived in Tacoma Park. The hogse that he was
reseaiching whenFI:ﬁét him was thé same héuse he lived in
when he passed away; He iiﬁed there with his partner lLes
Woods,'and'he_ahd Le§ shared 30 wohderful years together.

That 30 years, in and of itself, is a great achievement and

speaks a lot to what Dave's character was like.

In 2003’hé wa$echosen by Mr. Johnson to be county
attorney. I had an opportunity to continue my work with him
when I-became deputy county attorney. I Can tell you that,
és I grew to know him betﬁei; he Wés juSt one of the most
remarkable people I've eﬁer known. HéQWas'cool, and cool in
a dual way. Not only was he totaily unfiappablé —— I never
saw him get angry at anybody -— he always had the most even
temper'that I truly.envied. But when ybu Saw_him riding
afound in his red Citroeh,.two—seat car, he really looked

cool. That was a great car and he loved driving it.
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He was very, very calm. He dealt with all of the
personnel issues that he had to deal with in a wonderful way,
never raising his voice, nevef losing his temper. He was
very, Very_caring. ‘He developed a_wonderful relationship
with his colieagues in the Office of Law, with his secretary
Dawn Acipiter,vand he was neﬁer too busy to stop, listen,
give advice, and to'makefsure.that you had what you needed,
either in a personal.way or professional way.

_ He never complained, and it's that characteristic
that leads me to what I think is his most remarkable
characteristic;~and-that‘s‘his tremendous courage. Dave was
diagnosed with cancer, and it turned out to be a very rare
form of cancer,»cancer of the appendix.- He battled that
illness for years. He had surgeries, ne had chemotherapy, he
had radiation, and I never saw a moreodedicated, courageous
person dealing with that illness.

| He would come to the officenand.you would look at
him and you just knew that he wasn't feeling well, but he
never took'that}out on anybody else and he alwaYs showed up
where he was expected. He foughttthe'good fight but, in the
end, he succumbed to his cancer.

By a rather odd coincidence, this is the second
memorial service that'we've had for Dave. We did have one
for him closer in time to his passing and,-during the

service, the courthouse burned for the.second time. And I
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théught it was kihd of an odd céincidenée'that_today we had a
false alafm fire.  So I think maybe Dave waé trying to tell
us that if the'fireﬂalarﬁ_tings>again, we should take it very
seriously; leavegquiékly;{ . |

But remember him for his kindness and his courage

| and use that as an inspiration. Thank you.

JUDGE FEMIA: Chief JUdge Missouri, Colleégues, a |
point of personal"noteﬂ_ Thoughvhe was not a.ﬁémber of the
bar, nor a member_of our a§sociation, I would be totélly
remiss if}I did not mention thé:passihg_of a man back on
Marchn21st} whom évery lawyef in this room over the,age of 50
knew and every léwyer over the age of 60 probably leérned
from, and 1 make’iefefenCe to Donald Fredolph thnson, Don
Johnson. |

-Wéll/'at_one:time'he was the only court reporter

for three judjés;and, whén he retired(:hegwas'pur chief court

reporter. As Ivéay, every lawyer in here with gray hair
learned something at thé foot of Don. 'I'learﬁed to slow down
and stop acting like a damn fool. I learned that when the
court reporter dbes this (indicating),'there‘s.ho-copying;
ybur grandchildren aren't going to read it. | A
:7 So, yes, Don died. He was 88, which I think is a
suférise to all of us; I al&ays thought he Was at least 90,
95, when I first met him 15 years ago.  But Don passed on

March 21st. A lossfto;thé leQal profession; if not to our
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| association.

With that, Chief Judge Missouri, I want to turn the

program back to you and thank you again, on behalfvof the Bar

Association, for the Court's cooperation and indulgence

JUDGE MISSOURI: Thank you, Judge Femia, for all

| you do year after year after'year. Judge Femia and I have a

:'pact.v He's going téustay with the:Courtlas-long as I'm here.

I'm at the point where, after I'm gone, I really don't care;
I'm gone fishing.

But before closing, I had called her name earlier

and she is now here. Not only is she the councilwoman for

this district, but she's also a personal friend. So,

Councilwoman Bland, welcome to you and your chief of staff,
Dr. Billlngsly. Appreciateeyou'beiﬂg here.

To President Fredefickson, Judge Femia, to

Mr. Marcus and to Mr Balr, to Mary Catherlne Crawford, and

to my colleague, the Honorable C. Philip Nichols, and, of
course, to all of the family members here, Bruce, in addition

to Judge Johnson's direct family, you, of course -- I have

his nephew here, whogWas one:of the best law clerks I've ever
had. I'd like to bring him back, if I ceuld, but Dan said

he's making too much money to do that nowadays. And his

family is here.
So we weleome everyone here. Of course, I'm always

pleased that our appellate judges come to this serviee. And
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JUdge Nolén is always~0ff traVeling, but ‘she always gets back

for this. So, thank you, JUdge*Nolan.
We have been joined by Judge Sotheron, who also

knew about Don JOhnson, because he went to his funeral. So,

| Judge Sotheron, we thank you for being here.

I thank all the judges, all the lawYers in the

audience and for everyone élse who came and ladies and

gentlemen:

The judges of the Circuit Court for Prince George's
County, Maryland,‘are grateful'té the Prince George's County
Bar Associatioh and the members of the committee for the

presentation of these memorials and making the arrangements

for this’ceremony.' It is a very fine tradition that we have

maintained in Prince George's County for many, many years.

We pause from the usual matters taking place in the

‘courtroom, and we honor our departed brethren and pay tribute

to theirvmemories;':Many of you have enjoyéd a very pleasant
and warm, personal relationship with thoséfwe have
memorialized tbday;._ |

The Courtfwill direct the memorials presénted be
spread upon the permaﬁent recbrds of the Court and that
copies will be sent to the famiiies of those colleagues we
are honoring today. |

In concluéion,er. Bailiff, in honor of our

departéd brethren,’you may now announce thé'adjournment of
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this Court, sir;

THE BATLIFF: All rise. - This special session is
now adjourned.

(End of memorial service.)
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